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YAMAGUCHI PREFECTURAL LIBRARY
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Location/Yamaguchi City

Owner/Yamaguchi Prefecture

Design/Azusa Kito, Architect and Associates
Contractor/Ohbayashi-Gumi, L.td.

Term of Construction/December, 1971 to March, 1973
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® REVIEW
by Hidetomi Higashikuze
Yataro Mitomi

Teijiro Muramatsu
The Yamaguchi Prefectural Library stands

amidst a quiet atmosphere of thick greenery

near the Yamaguchi prefectural office situated
in the center of Yamaguchi City.

Old local offices and other structures
are still in existence in the neighbourhood,
presenting an inharmonious contrast to this
modern library.

But these antique-looking buildings are
slated to be removed in the near future for
the betterment of circumstances. Therefore,
the Library will have a fine surroundings
when the planned building removal is com-
pleted.

The construction of this Library was
planned as a link of other celebratory events
of the Meiji Centenary in Yamaguchi Pre-
fecture.

The Yamaguchi Prefectural Library houses
an archives hall, audio-visual education center
and braille library, and plays a pivotal role
for local cultural activities under the library
administration and sponsored by this pre-
fecture.

Regardless of the complex functions
required for the Library, the architect in
charge has designed the library building to be
compact, and was successful in realizing his
design into a beautiful form.

He is praiseworthy for his outstanding
ability, as well as his humanistic attitude as
reflected in his design.

The various individual functions neces-
sary for the library, archives, audio-visual
education, and braille library are realized
harmoniously.

In addition to such rationalized manage-
ment, all parties involved have since exerted
efforts to adequately maintain the Library,
assuring the users to always avail themselves
of its manifold functions and thus achieving
outstanding results in rendering services to
the users.

They are therefore loudable for their
sincere and uninterrupted efforts for the
modernized library management and mainte-
nance.

It may be said that this is one of the good
cases in which contribution has been made
greatly to local architectural culture. After
the time-span involved to achieve a high
economical growth, the construction industry
in Japan is reported to have been subjected to
business stagnation.

Under such business depression, it is
gratifying that a number of structures
modernized as much as possible and
harmonized to the purpose of their applica-
tion have of late been constructed in local
districts and that many of them have since
been functioning excellently to promote local
culture.

As previously mentioned, the design feature
of this library is that its various functions are
unified, though definitely differentiated one
from another according to their individual
function. In this relation, the planning is duly
claimed to be successful. One of the factors

counted to have brought about this success is
the unique layout and arrangement made in
the user’s zone comprising the central hall
leading from the front entrance on the west
to the book rack corner, linked to the central
hall by means of a ramp, which is on the
mezzanine, and the light reading corner, and
other parts.

With this layout and arrangement, a zone
is provided, on the south, for a lecture room,
reference room, and the braille library is
joined effectively, to some psychological and
spatial depth, with the east zone set aside as
the administration office, archives, audio-
visual education center and book rack area.

Moreover, the design of the user’s zone on
the first floor is based on the idea that a
through passage comes into existence between
the front entrance on the west and the en-
trance on the east and is further led to two
entrances on the south.

In this way, the user’s zone is combined
with the plaza outside the library building.
The idea has thus been realized in keeping
the user’s zone always open to the general
public, and this is acknowledged to be quite
uncommon.

In addition, the top light to maintain the
proper brightness suitable for the zone, and
the details worked out with the sashes for
preventing rain water from leaking, as well as
for the water-proof construction for the
underground stack area are also praiseworthy
of the architect’s efforts, notwithstanding the
difficulties involved in the construction.
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Magazines corner. Reading corner. y — 2 Recture room.
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