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THE JAPAN ACADEMY
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Location/ Tokyo

Owner/The Japan Academy

Design/Building and Repairs Bureau of the Ministry of Construction
Yoshiro Taniguchi, Architect and Associates

Contractor/ Toda Construction Co., L.td.

Term of Construction/April, 1973 to March, 1974
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® REVIEW
by Hiroyuki lwamoto
Shoichi Sano

Yoshitsura Yokoo

Ueno Park full of greenery is dominated
with stillness, in contrast to the bustle and
vigor prevailing in downtown Tokyo.

Amidst the old famed temples and other
historical remains, the museums, art galleries,
music hall, etc., claimed to be the so-called
treasure houses for arts and sciences, which
were built after the Meiji era, are spotted here
and there amidst groves of thickly planted
trees.

These buildings are highly appraised for
their structures featuring the typical architec-
tural style of each period in the years up to
the present.

Viewing these time-honored buildings
standing quietly and composedly, they appeal
to us as if to narrate the story of Japan’s pro-
gress achieved since the Edo era, touching us
deeply.

It may be said that the Japan Academy
Hall, which has been lately reconstructed
among the verdure of Ueno Park, adds another
radiance to the modernistic architecture now
prevailing in Japan.

The Japan Academy Hall was originally
built in 1879, modeled after the style of other
academies of Europe with the aim to promote
the arts and sciences of Japan, then one of the
developing countries of the world.

In 1886, the Academy Hall, an independent
hall, was constructed in Ueno Park, commenc-
ing its history with a deep linkage to Ueno.

The Academy Hall, built in 1925, has long
been used. The course the Japan Academy
labored its way, as a pivotal organ in the field
of arts and sciences, for about a hundred years
in the hope of attaining their progress through
international exchanges, is equally comparable
with the course through which Japan toiled
her way to achieve modernization. It is
already fifty years since the Japan Academy
Hall was erected, and an annex hall has this
time been completed in the expectation of
further progress and development of the
Japan Academy.

Mr. Yoshiro Taniguchi, noted architect
and designer, is considered to be a man most
competent for designing the annex hall. He is
daring but prudent in his design which en-
sures the hall of nobility and grace, as well
as a touch of moderation.

He was thus been succeessful in evincing,
as much as possible, an air of freedom and
significance of learning and the atmosphere of
dignity with the Japan Academy Hall.

The sensation of such extremity as is
available through condensing everything while
depressing passions and aspiring for lofty
reasons must be impressed upon the people
when they stand before the Hall.

Just as a sculptor who devotes himself to
his work, Mr. Taniguchi, spiriturally awakened
after having suffered and undergone dif-
ficulties in his search for a motif for his
design, appears to have created an unaffected
structure in an open space.

The Academy Hall has several meeting
rooms, dining rooms, and other facilities

arranged around the assembly hall to ac-
commodate men of profound learning, as
many as one hundred and fifty persons.

In addition, there is a library which is
located below the assembly hall and which
is furnished with rows of stacks of books.

With the planning compacted and the
interior design made as straightforwardly and
naturally as possible, as well as with wall
covering that does not interfere with the
overall harmony of the structure itself, in
addition to the environmental planning, the
Academy Hall stands majestically, but it
presents the air of comfort.

No other word than ‘“‘Splendid’’ can be
found to describe the Hall.

On the other hand, the contractor per-
formed the construction work as perfectly as
possible upon having thoroughly understood
the intentions of the architect and designer
that had been incorporated in the design
drawing.

The construction technology is worthy of
being evaluated on a very high level.

For finishing the inner and outer wall
coverings, one of the features in the design,
the materials were selected strictly and trials
were repeated, resulting in the excellent effect
of the outcome.

Notwithstanding a number of problems
imposed by restrictions both of contract
price and construction period, and in the face
of difficulty in the procurement of materials
sufficient manpower, the contractor com-
pleted the construction as originally
scheduled. The contractor must be highly
praised for his eagerness and perseverance in
bringing the work to such a successful com-
pletion.

Through the collaboration among the
Ministry of Construction, an owner of the
Hall, the Japan Academy, the designer and
the contractor, a masterpiece of construction,
as fine as a jewel, was elaborated for the
Academy Hall. | hereby pay my deepest
respect to the parties involved and recom-
mend that the Japan Academy Hall be awarded
the BCS Prize.
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North side corner.
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North side view.
East side view.
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% Conference room.

Anteroom. HE 4  Dining room in the basement.
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