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L.ocation/ Tokyo

Owner/The Industrial Bank of Japan, L_td.
Design/Murano and Mori, Associated Architects
Contractor/Ohbayashi-Gumi, I_td.

Term of Construction/March, 1971 to January, 1974
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® REVIEW
by Hidetomi Higashikuze
Yataro Mitomi
Teijiro Muramatsu

The head office building of the Industrial
Bank of Japan was constructed at the center
of business town extending from Otemachi to
Yurakucho, the biggest in Japan, which is
located at Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo.

The contractor, who completed successful-
ly the construction with no serious accident
and injury to the third party by surmounting
the difficulties that required the contractor
to proceed with construction while dismount-
ing the existing building which was built in
1923, is praiseworthy for this outstanding
engineering technology.

The exterior facings comprise the
Schokbeton PC panels factory faced with the
mahogany-red granite produced in North
America, which have been lined according to
the very exquisite lining technology, present-
ing the atmosphere of modernity and solemity
suitable for modern banks.

In this way, the appearance of the build-
ing is well harmonized with the surroundings
and is considered to give favorable impressions
to the viewers and the people passing by.

In the overall planning, the building is
narrow in the east-west direction and is long
in the south-north direction.

The northernmost part of the building is
well designed and constructed protruded at
almost a sharp angle in conformance to the
odd-shaped site.

The area equivalent to 1/3 the entire roof
shaped to a triangle is allocated for the
machinery room and the cooling tower. This
is one of the major features, both in the
planning and in the aspect of external ap-
pearance, which based on a bold idea by
which the high-story building is made to look
standing sideways. In particular, the nothern-
most part overlooking a pool is of the form
supported with a giant one-side beam, bringing
about a variation to the appearance of the
bank building, which is liable to look com-
monplace. The old building had a front
entrance on the south, giving the impression
as if the business room and banking office
would have to be provided with a considerable
depth, On the other hand, with the new
building, the front entrance is arranged on the
east, resulting in reducing the depth of the
building. As a consequence, the banking
offices are arranged on both left and right
sides in reference to the entrance hall.

Though this point leaves some doubt as to
the layout, excepting this, the planning was
conducted very clearly while being given some
allowance, regardless of the complex-shaped
site.

In addition to the interior design made
with the vital points accentuated, this planning
is considered to be favorable.

The construction of modern bank building
is as if to erect data processing factories in a
sense.

Therefore, the plans for communication
facilities requiring a large number of cables
with large diameters become inevitably com-
plex. In this connection, it is necessary to

take into account effective arrangement of
the facilities for additional installation in the
future, and convenience for maintenance and
repair.

In this regard, this building is full of
excellent ideas, by one of which an open pit
was provided under the floors of the corridors
and rooms with the aim of installing cables,
and by another one of which the baseboards
were made removable so that wirings and
inspections might be performed easily, for
example.

The success in realizing these unique ideas
in this building is considered due mostly to
the tight cooperation among the owner,
designer, and contractor. The individual parties
is praiseworthy for their close cooperation,
and | think it necessary for myself to add the
remarks that the construction technology is
outstanding in accuracy.
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