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SANWA BANK, TOKYO BUILDING
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l_ocation Tokyo

Owner 'The Sanwa Bank Ltd.

Design 'NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects, and engineers
Contractor Ohbayashi-Gumi, L-td.

Term of Construction June, 1971 to November, 1973
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® REVIEW
by Keiji Usami
Haruto Narita
Kenzo Nozak

The Sanwa Bank Tokyo Building is the
banking operation center for the branches in
east Japan.

The Tokyo Building was constructed to
integrate at one spot the various banking
functions dispersed in the branches across
Tokyo.

The building is located in an area facing
one of the moats of the Imperial Palace and
commands a wonderful view.

The basic principle in the plan was to con-
struct the building is such a way that it would
harmonize with its admirable surroundings.

The rectangular site measuring 150m in
the eastwest direction and 60m in the north-
south direction is divided into three blocks; a
green plaza with largescaled carvings is
arranged in the block on the moat side with
the static air, a 25-story building is situated at
the center block, and the banking hall wing,
featuring a low, wide span, is located adjacent
to the Otemachi business district which is
known for its dynamic atmosphere.

On the east-west directional axis, a view
line is set, covering the greenery stretching
from the Otemachi side to the Imperial
Palace side.

The planning of the base floor is of the
in-line type, centered around the elevator
hall at the central part in the high-story build-
ing, three spaces feature a span greater than
that to be seen in any other high-story
building at present in Tokyo, while the other
spaces devoted to banking business are laid
out in a unique meandering form with the aim
of making the entire layout flexible. In addi-
tion, a service core is set at the four corners of
the building, and the walls are utilized as the
earthquake resisting walls that are structurally
effective.

Besides, each corner has safety facilities
incorporated, thus allowing 2-way evacuation
at any point within the building, as well as
other measures are incorporated against dis-
asters.

The exterior facings comprise pre-cast
concrete with Canadian Black (granite pro-
duced in Canada) driven in, which presents an
aura of solemnity and which is excellent in
weather proofness. The building, moreover,
harmonizes well with its surroundings.

The sashes separated from the building
structure, which are recessed from the outer
wall, evince carvings with a considerable
depth, reduce thermal load, make easy
window cleaning, and prevent people working
on the higher floors from getting a feeling of
acrophobia. In addition, the sash installation
design brings about many other merits. It
cannot be denied that this manner of con-
struction is removed from that for high story
buildings.

The construction materials were selected
widely and the space composition was carried
out sumptiously, providing the building a
sense of richness.

Judged from the fact that this Sanwa Bank
Tokyo Building, with its 25 floors aboveground

and 4 floors below ground, and having a total
floor area of 94,500m2, was designed down
to its last detail in a short period of 12 months
and completed in barely 30 months. All this,
no doubt, was the outcome of the mutual
understanding and close cooperation among
the owner, designer, and contractor which
contributed greatly to the successful construc-
tion of this building.

| applaud them for their mutual unde-
standing and active cooperation leading to the
production of a masterpiece of construction,
and | recommend that the Sanwa Bank Tokyo
Building be awarded the BCS Prize.
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v } 3 A+x—)v Entrance hall.

7

Second-floor business office.

— /v Elevator hall.

ik £5% Conference room in the basement. :
Vo 22BEMEERX &+ — v Stair well and hall on twenty-second floor.
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