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Location/Kurayoshi City

Owner /Kurayoshi City

Design/NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects, and engineers
Contractor/Kumagai Gumi Co., L.td.

Term of Construction/November, 1972 to November, 1973
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® REVIEW
by Hidetomi Higashikuze

Yataro Mitomi
Teijiro Muramatsu

Although Kurayoshi City in Shimane Pre-
fecture is a small city with the population of

Jless than 50,000, it is full of old traditions

and harkens to a rich culture, on which
painters Kanji Maeda and Tatehiko Suga grew
up. The Kurayoshi Museum stands in a small
park at the foot of Mt. Utsubuki in this city.
The site with thickly planted camelia trees is a
height long called “Tsubaki Naru” very close
to mountain greenery overlooking the red tile-
roofed houses underneath.

Formerly at this site, there had been a
primary school. One corner in this site was
selected for this museum.

People walking up the stone steps laid on
the slope to the part must soothe themselves
in these quiet surroundings of thick greenery
and possibly stirred with the expectation of
viewing the rare and precious objects which
are displayed in the museum.

The layout of the museum is excellent.

The approach way for cars and transporta-
tion is conveniently arranged at the rear of
the building. The museum itself is a 2-story
reinforced building with a total floor area of
2,220.56m2. Though small in scale, the design
of the museum features a white wall, shed-
roof intersecting with the opposite one, which
will be discussed as an example of a crossibill
roof, covered with red-colored traditional’
tiles produced in collaboration with the tile
producers and roofing craftsmen and presents
a typical Japanese beauty.

Over the water channel, running from the
frontyard to the courtyard, are laid several
monolithic stone bridges which have been
donated by local citizens, disclosing that the
people expected much from the projected
museum.

The visitors who come from far districts,
stepping out from the entrance hall to the
small pond in the courtyard must feel relaxed
in the midst of such pleasant and quiet sur-
roundings, particularly to enjoy the view of
the deep blue sky unique to the San-in district,
as well as the white walls and red roofs of the
museum and the thick greenery circling the
building as they sit on benches.

A similar space is provided at the west of
the fourth display room on the second floor.
The museum collection is by no means large.
However, due partly to the people’s pride of
their local history and because of their affec-
tion for tradition, spatial compositions are
richly made, variations are brought about to
the ceilings by being crossed with the op-
posite one over the display rooms measuring a
dimension of 6 x 9m, and cozy rest rooms
which, though seemingly not important to the
entire spatial composition, are also laid out to
imbue visitors with a feeling of relaxation.

The museum seems to have been designed
too luxuriously for such a small city as
Kurayoshi City. All the more because of its
unique design, the museum may also play a
role as a guest house for the people coming
from different districts.

Under the current circumstances in which

things generally have been following a trend
toward uniformity and regularity, it is very
gratifying that the quality of public struc-
tures, such as is represented by this museum,
are being constructed through close coopera-
tion among local citizens.

Local culture has great influence on the
birth of excellent public structures. This
museum finely confirm this remark.

| applaud the citizen of Kurayoshi City for
their eagerness in striving to attain higher
quality architecture, as well as their coopera-
tion for realizing this museum incorporating
the designer’s creative ideas and straightfor-
ward efforts.
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Composition of roofs at the point where display room 1 meets display room 2.
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