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HOTEL OKURA ANNEX
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Location/ Tokyo
Owner/ Taisei Kanko Co., L-td.
Design/Yoshiro Taniguchi, Architect and Associates
Marunouchi Architects Office
Kanko Kikaku Sekkeisha
Muto Institute
P.T. Morimura and Association
“Contractors/Kajima Corporation
Taisei Corporation

Term of Construction/March, 1971 to November, 1973
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® REVIEW
by Hiroyuki lwamoto
Shoichi Sano

Yoshitsura Yokoo

The Hotel Okura was opened in 1957 on a
height in Akasaka, Tokyo.

Constructed with the aim to be typical of
Japan, the hotel attracted wide attention for
its unique design, both in structure and hotel
facilities.

Thereafter, the hotel was highly appraised,
as expected, at home and abroad for its
originality both in hotel facilities and servicing,
thus being reputed as one of the major hotels
in the world.

With such a favorable background, the
Hotel Okura Annex was projected to make a
further progress on the field of hotel business
by enhancing the hotel facilities as a link in
the chain of meeting the increasing demand.

With the completion of this annex, the
hotel’s capacity was expanded as much as
double. The hotel was extended not only to
increase the capacity up to 980 rooms but
also to modernize the hotel service facilities.

In short, the project worked out for the
annex on the basis of the idea to expand and
modernize the hotel facilities proved to be
successful when observing the outstanding
achievements so far evident in the hotel
management.

Studies were carefully repeated from the
beginning in this project, for various matters
concerned with new management and annex
construction.

The owner, designer and contractor com-
bined into one, cooperating with one another
in promoting the construction and thereby
resulting in the successful annex construction.

To connect the main building to the annex,
a twostory type underground passageway was
provided, and, in addition, to cope with the
complex hotel business, a new electronic
hotel service control system was introduced
with the aim of improving ‘the servicing.
Precisely, the hotel service control system
equipment and the monitor facilities were
centrally installed in the newlybuilt annex to
effect manpower saving.

The inside and outside facings of the
annex were elaborated to the same image as
main building, as well as creating something
new while yet based on the traditional form.

The designer in charge was the same
person who assumed responsibility for the
architectural design.

Mr. Yoshiro Taniguchi was assigned with
overall supervision.

The architectural design offices proceeded
independently with the individual allotments
while keeping close relationship with one
another. A leading artist was invited to design
the interior decorations.

Though designed variously, the room
interior designs were based on one keynote,
featuring the annex with unique modernity.
In the annex construction, new architectural
technologies and methods were actively
adopted, while at the time stress was also
placed on craftmanship long existing in Japan
in order to present an atmosphere of human
warmth. Compared with the main building

constructed more than ten vyears before,
there arose many difficult and serious
problems requiring to be solved in carrying
through the annex construction in the quiet
residential area. What was worse, the prices
of construction materials had skyrocketed at
that time and sufficient manpower was not
available at a reasonable price. Despite such
adverse circumstances, the Annex was suc-
cessfully completed through the combined
endeavors by the parties involved in surpassing
all difficulties.

The owner, designer and contractor are
to be highly praised for their close coopera-
tion, without which such a successfu outcome
would have been impossible.

Construction of the annex project was
worked out not only as an extension of the
main building but also as an organic and
synthetic combination into one modernized
large-scaled hotel unit.

The parties involved are also to be
felicitated for carrying through such a unique
idea.

Thus, the annex now means something
special and significant to the main building of
the Hotel Okura.
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Standard guest room.
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Banquet hall.

24 FE’

<
<
o2
5]
=
o
=]
<
[ea}

45 Bl

A
&2

"

Y

Main banquet hall. A




¥ bFRAAE—

; n =
|
| i i
| s—vowso— | ‘
| i |
L]
FRREE
x v
ELVERE ELVERE
Eod o L0,
FE EES
Lo (Y
LRFT> T
FE TS #x |
¥ o
¥ = v v
v v T
v =
— ¥ v
x > v - -
¥ - T ¥
L]

s
—
!%‘
BRE R
h|||1J||E’“L|I|E| Wi
| T =TS e — A e B e e B—— = ™ 77j
FlaGSanSan AL AnAG | o s Do S e e IEE
%F! i ol ekl ehlaf e blahekom 7 S PR aRE
e
Yo e Il e 3 gk——;j_-z_‘, == |
B HE R S T [X

neL:

sn=y2s |

?——.7

u
837 [Femlmn
o
L
- ﬂ
[

@

1 ¥ 4

32




