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Owners/Osaka City

Osaka Association of Sports Promotion for the Handicapped
Design/Osaka Urban Prefecture Construction Bureau

NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects, and engineers
Contractor/Fujita Corporation

Term of Construction/December, 1972 to March, 1974
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® REVIEW
by Kikuo Koori

Naomichi Nakata .
Tadao Nishi

This Sports Center is situated at a corner
of Nagai Park in the outstanding environ-
ment full of greenery, quiet and sunshine, at
the southeastern a short distance from the
center of Osaka.

The center is the first ever built in Japan
for the handicapped‘and it has no comparison
with similar centers in the aspect of scale,
facilities, and layout.

This Sports Center presents a neat and
smart appearance and gives people an impres-
sion of safety and a sense of composure.

To meet the requirements that this Sport
Center must ensure the handicapped of the
pleasure of sports enjoyable together with
their family members and friends and that the
sporting facilities must be designed and
installed according to the classes of handicap-
ped persons and age group classification so
that these persons may actively particpate in
and enjoy various types of sports under.
adequate instructions, the designer, together
with the Osaka Municipal Office, the owner,
challenged in the design down to every detail
as if defying an unexplored region.

The contractor, on the other hand, like-
wise exerted streneous efforts in realizing the
idea interwoven in the structural design. The
handicapped using this Center are blind, deaf,
and other physical handicapes.

Their total number is estimated to be
50,000 persons in Osaka and from 1,300,000
to 1,500,000 persons throughout Japan.

The Center comprises a gymnasium,
swimming pool, table tennis room and training
room, four blocks for them are arranged sym-
metrically and a bowling alley is situated be-
tween the gymnasium and the swimming pool.
In this way, a dynamic space is successfully
composed.

At one side on the second floor, a lounge
is arranged to provide a space for rest, a snack
bar, and as a place for cordial conversation.
A static space is composed, at the opposite
side on the same floor, for meetings, training
and education, instructor’s room, etc., featur-
ing an outstandingly simplified planning.
Many unique sporting and gymnastic facilities
and functions can be observed here. For
example, persons in wheel chairs can safely
and freely enjoy sports because of the excel-
lent design worked out on the basis of
thorough studies. More concretely, hydrauli-
cally operated 2.5m¢ elevators of the cylindri-
cal design are available, which accommodate
four wheel chairs along the circular elevator
wall.

Persons in the elevators can seen things
outside through a glass pane-fitted window in
consideration of ensuring them a sense of
safety.

The toilets are specially designed for
handicapped persons, especially those who sit
on wheel chairs.

In short, the toilet compartment is so
contrived that the person on a wheel chair can
enter there in which a circular type toilet
stool is furnished with a special design to

guarantee them their privacy.

Besides, special consideration was taken
for the flooring materials; to prevent slippage
and to protect the floor against damage due
to impact by sticks. Specially processed soft
rubber tiles with a groove and corrugated tiles
were selected for this purpose. Skylights are
installed in the entirety of the building with
the aim of effectively streaming the rays of
sunlight into the interior, presenting a bright,
agreeable atmosphere. For safe evacuation in
case of an emergency an audio-visual guide
and similar facilities are installed in such a
manner' that persons in wheel chairs can be
safely evacuated outside from the second
floor.

Furthermore, prudent considerations were
also taken regarding the bath room walls, as
well as for the corner beats, baseboards, and
other comforts necessary to assure safety to
the physically handicapped.

Moreover, from the construction aspect,
thorough care was exerted especially to arrange
the top lights in pipe trusses, as well as to
design the swimming pool facilities for special
purposes, the finish of both building interior
and exterior, fixtures and many other details.

Many trials proved to be successful in
presenting an agreeable atmosphere in the
lounge for permitting people standing in the
corridors to have a bright., wide vista, as well
as giving the surroundings such a cordial
atmosphere filled with humanistic warmth,
similarly seen in happy homes, not only
throughout the interior of the center, but also
outside, including the traffic line.
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the northwest.

) K—+ %242 Porch seen from the west side.




Ramp seen from the entrance hall.
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Gymnasium.
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Cylindrical elevator.
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