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Location” Tottori City

Owner.” Tottori Prefecture

Design.” NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects, and engineers
Contractor” Kumagai Gumi Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction /” October, 1970 to December, 1972
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® REVIEW

by Kenzo Nozaki

Yataro Mitomi
Sakae Ohmi

The city of Tottori completed the Tottori
prefectural Museum as its central building by
setting the Hisamatsu Park area as the place of
the culture activities for the prefectural re-
sidents in the future.

The site uses the city’s ground on north
side of the park. This Mt. Hisamatsu district is
designated as historical place by the Culture
Agency. Building limitation was imposed
upon the designers not to mark the view from
the peripheral road to stone walls of the Mt.
Hisamatsu by the Culture Agency. So the
building was arranged to the northeast of the
site.

It is designed to serve as a study and
research center for products and native place
of the San’in District. It houses circulating
exhibitions from other parts of Japan as well
as displays of the cultural activities of the
local citizens.

In terms of contents, the building consists
of exhibition rooms, storage rooms, a number
of rooms for the museum business staff, and
conference rooms, including various rooms
for running the museum. There is a small hall
housing 250 in which lectures on “Local
History' and “'Culture” are held.

At the entrance, one reaches in front a
spacious hall and staircase, which is some-
times used for displays of the sculpture, to
serve as a role of creating the atmosphere
attractive to visitors. Maximum flexibility was
considered for each exhibition room so that it
can always meet the contents and quantities
of the things to be shown. Various cases,
panels, and posts were all unified under the
ideas of the designers. They were by assembly
method of simple plan members, 1,200mm x
1,200mm grid used. Marks are engraved on
the ceiling and floor. Thus considerations
were given to the maximum flexibility. Rest
corners and lobies, that tend to lack in con-
ventional mediums, are provided in a proper
place. It is desirable that much space was
taken. Much space was taken for the storage
rooms in the basement. They are made of a
Japanese cypress and the shelves are by Akita
cedar.

The exterior walls finish was by chipped
concrete finish since the Tottori District is
free from air pollution, which is really a fruit
of a hard hand work, but the judges prefer
covering by proper materials.

In many cases, the designers sometimes
find it very difficult to display their abilities
due to insufficient budgets in public buildings
making of this kind by local governments. But
additional budgets were approved by the de-
cision of Tottori Prefectural Governor and the
fact that only one cultural center in the
San‘in District was completed is worthy of
high evaluation.

It is to be hoped too that a cultural
facility between this Museum and the road to
be made in the near future will reach its
equivalent level or more than that of the
Museum.
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