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Owner,/POLA Corporation

Design/NIKKEN SEKKEI, planners, architects and engineers
Contractor,/ Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction,/April, 1969 to March, 1971
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REVIEW

Currently, the prime object of the enterprises is how to utilize the site
to the maximum limit, their main aim is only at constructing buildings
that lack in the volition to create an environment rich in humanity in the
surrounding area. However, this building was constructed on a corner
near the Gotanda National Railway Station, facing the Yamate Line
across an 8 meter road, which cannot be observed as a very good site for
the main office of a Cosmetic Company.

They have however, achieved admirable success in materializing their
concrete proposal by changing and improving the environment of this
area.

Employing a double core system, the 2 cores, which are approxi-
mately 38m apart, are consolidated by bridging a cross-beam to the roof
portion and the 2nd floor, and simultaneously the 2nd floor of the
basement is joined by an outer wall. It is a B shaped steel framed
reinforced concrete structure, a daring design. There is a reinforced
concrete ground floor lobby, a basement dining room portion and an
office space of 17m x 38m, having a high flexibility frame of 8 layers.
They have succeeded in arranging a 840m?2 computer room overhanging
to the South and North of the 10th floor. Against this daring structure,
the external walls of the 1st floor are entirely glazed and the rest are of
stainless curtain wall and concrete placing standard.

But the sense of mass and substantiality of the various parts combined

in the inner part expresses an elegant, powerful and lucid modelling
expression which is of the highest standard, together with the technology
of architecture.

Also the lobby on the ground floor, which is the central focus of the
building, utilizing the site grounds which opens on the Yamate Line side,
effectively creates a column free space making the most of the structural
merit, and further expands and unfolds the front garden, including the
bank of the Yamate Line and the sloped garden in the rear, and most
effectively expressing the unification of the inner and outer space.

Pola’s main office building, which was produced by the client, who
executed the plan to create this remarkable environment in a section of
Gotanda, the designer’s cooperation on the plan, the technical creative
talent and the prudent technical deliberation of the contractor, etc., is a
creation to be highly appraised.
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