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Location/ Tokyo
Owner,/Keihin Electric Express Railway Co., Ltd.
Design,” SAKAKURA ASSOCIATES, architects and engineers
Tokyo Kenchiku Structural Engineers
Sakurai Consulting Engineering
P.T. Morimura & Associates
Contractor,/Kajima Corporation
Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd.
Term of Construction,/July, 1969 to June, 1971
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by Akira Enami
Fuminaga Kiyota
Michiyoshi Tomono

REVIEW

The site in front of Shinagawa Station was a beautiful environment
with abundant green. The plan to construct a huge hotel, leaving the
green, was not an easy task. For instance to prepare an approach for the
smooth entry of the guest’s cars, it was necessary to sacrifice the
beautiful green area.

We fully realize the designer’s dilemma and admire the fact that the
problem was solved by constructing a three story approach and leaving
the flat area to a minimum.

A thirty floor L-shaped main building was constructed in the center
part of a 25,000m2 rectangle site, and the lounge and the main dining
room project out into the rear facing the garden. And under the garden a
long span main banquet hall was built, leaving the green, which was the
primary object. Accordingly, the building coverage is approximately 30%.
The Japanese garden with a water fall and the man made scenery in the
background, does not yet show its full taste, but, in the meantime, it is
sure to produce a wonderful environment.

The client, on planning this huge project, planned closely and
collected informations extensively. However, in respect to the kitchen,
Professor H.S. Freedman, of Cornell University, was employed, and
executed and succeeded in an epoch-making layout. )

The devotional exertion of the designer can be sensed deeply while
examining the construction.

The intention to express the occult and also space in a modern style
could be gathered, and the effect is great.

The accuracy of the work in general, is high. The removal of the
immense amount of earth, the economical method of the partitioning of
the walls, wide range utilization of the pump, (105m above ground level),
etc. Many remarkable and featured items can be observed because of the
large scale construction. The exertion and the effect can be fully
observed. An award was awarded by the Minister of Labor for the
excellent safety control.

According to the large scale construction it is a matter of course that
the client, the designer and the contractor expend an enormous amount
of energy in the project as one body.

However, the fact that excellent results were achieyed producing such
a fine work shall be highly esteemed and judged to be worthy of an
award.
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