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Location/Tokyo
Owner/ Tokyo Kaikan Co., Ltd.
Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd.
Design/ Yoshiro Taniguchi
Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd.
Contractor/ Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Taisei Construction Co., Ltd.

Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.
Term of Construction,/June, 1970 to November, 1971
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by Tatsuro Ishii
Ryokichi Nakata
Masuki Nagai

REVIEW

Tokyo Kaikan, with its tradition of half-century was reluctantly
demolished in June, 1970, and the new Tokyo Kaikan was constructed a
year and a half later. The capacity of New Tokyo Kaikan is 4 times as
that of the old Tokyo Kaikan but half of the building is rented out for
offices thru a separate entrance. The offices occupy from the 3rd floor to
the 8th floor in a building of B4~12F. A very rare crosswise division
possessing method, with different clients, perhaps a case of no other
example.

The Tokyo Kaikan portion consists a restaurant, a banquet hall,
wedding room and cooking schools, etc., which has 2 times the commer-
cial area than that of the old Tokyo Kaikan. The parking area is used in
common by the adjacent 3 buildings. The scheme of this sort are sure to
be a new hint to the cooperative constructions of the future.

Taking into consideration the buildings along the moat side, this
building, matching the skyline to the 31m eave, adds a beautiful scene to
the area.

As the former Tokyo Kaikan was a modern, up-to-date building at the
time of its construction, the designer, to carry out its initial intentions,
aimed at the new sensation that fits in to the present day scene. The
result is fully displayed.

Particularly, as a link to the remodelling of the Marunouchi area, the
prominent architects, architects office of large organizations and famed
artists, had cooperated having similar policies, manifesting their strong
points mutually is a noteable example together with the people con-
cerned in the construction who had endeavored and concluded the
excellent building, are considered to be worthy of special mention.

The glass mosaic tile which is used to decorate the wall of the main
banquet hall, exceeding 70 colors, were purchased from the factory in
Venice, ltaly, in order to fulfill the delicate requirements of the artist.

The contractor went to Venice and encouraged the factory and brought
back 6 tons (approximately 1 million pieces of tiles) of materials by jet
plane etc.

Every possible means were taken to meet the required date. It was
carried out under close cooperation with the designer, and in order to
sumptiously decorate the interior, ‘“the design concept’, from what the
designer says, is a concept to appreciate the design. To make evident the
unusual planning and endeavor of the contractor. Following the demol-
ishing of the old building, and removing over 1,000 pieces of pedestal,
piles was a very difficult work on one of the foremost low bearing
capacity grounds. And while coping with the unbalanced condition of the
surrounding earth, it was digested and achieved in a very short time on
double shifts and concentrating the latest on construction techniques.

The fineness of the handcraft through the entire building has
answered the requirements, completely.

We are confident that this building is worthy of the BCS reward
according to the above reasons.
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