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TAMANO MUNICIPAL CULTURE CENTER
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Location,/ Tamano City

Owner/ Tamano Municipal Government

Design,/S. Urabe & Associated Architects
Contractor,” Zenitaka-gumi Construction Co., Ltd.
Term of Construction/March, 1971 to April, 1972
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Tamano, which has been properous as a shipyard town, has become a
city. When one travels over the national highway from Okayama into this
small city born not too long ago, he comes to a three-story reinforced
concrete building with a total land area of 3,786m?2 and floor space of
2,408m2, standing quietly without affectation. This is the Tamano
Municipal Cultural Center.

However, it can said that the height of the formative density and the
precision of execution which transcend the scale and appearance make
this building a jewel for the regional city. Then, it can be said that this
work was created as a result of the trinity-like cooperation understanding
and efforts of the client, designer and executor.

The client, who is the administrator of this city, wished that this
center be used as a place for increasing the activities for the education
and culture of the citizens of Tamano and at the same time as a place for
meeting and recreation. Further, for the creation of a splendid citizen-
ship, the client planned a center which has all the functions of a central
public hall and study and cultural activity center with library facilities.

In response to the high anticipations of the client, a designer and
executor who could actualize everything were obtained and this was
indeed very remarkable.

As a result of the above, of the total population of 70,000, more than
10,000 utilized the facilities of the center each month after its comple-
tion.

As if to augment the image of the client, within the limit scale. the
designer endeavored to form various blocks so that one would not invate
the domain of any other to create one peaceful and ample place and has
succeeded admirably. For instance, the appearance of the building seems
to depict imcoming and outgoing ships sailing quietly, each adhering to

its own course, thus expressing strength and richness by the delicate
technique that may be an industrial technology. Thus, it can be said that
the designer’s intention is expressed clearly.

The contractor also has succeeded in managing the multilayer
functions, including the facility plan for the building which has multiple
application purposes by applying his high level execution technique
gained by the study of architectural technique for a long time, to
actualize the intentions of the client and designer.

The role played by the client, designer and executor as a unit in an
effort to improve the life of the citizens of the city must be evaluated
very highly, and, in addition, that their efforts created a building of
which every citizen is proud is a splendid accomplishment of those
related to the construction work can be regarded as invaluable gift given
to a community.
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Main entrance
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Northeast side view

79



80

iz

Courtyard
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Exhibition room
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