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Location/Omiya City

Owner,/ Saitama Prefectural Government

Design/Kunio Mayekawa, Architect and Associates
Contractor,/ Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction,/December, 1969 to October, 1971
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REVIEW by Takashi Adachi
Yu Kubota

Tokutaro Nishijima

This structure is sunk among the green trees of the Omiya Park which
changes its appearance according to the seasons of the year. The words of
a guide who speaks for the designer, who wishes that the building does
not become arrogant among the trees but remains unconcerned, are not
simply the sentimentality of an architect and can be regarded as a pointer
for the architectural world embroiled in the problem of the right for
sunlight.

The plan for the building which has 40% of its total floor space sunk
underground can be considered to fully satisfy the functions of a
museum. The two-sunken gardens that can be seen from the historical
exhibit room and the ooutdoor view that is seen from the lobby after
enjoying the cultural assets of Saitama Prefecture have the effect of
breathing life intoo the interior of the building. The garden which is seen
through the glass of the open section is good to tired eyes and, at the
same time, it may elevate the value of the exhibits.

The dark brown stoneware tiles used are attached a driving-in method.
The color tone and the simple wall surface impart a dignity to the
museum building and give rise to a clam atmosphere. Particularly, the
tiles used on the facing may add varied colors to the outer wall of the

building, depending on the weather conditions.

The outer wall surface and the bright and plentiful trees may tell of
the return to life of nature in the spring, may let one response in their
well-difined shade in the summer, may cause are to ponder things when
the leaves fall in the fall and may let one see stillness in the bare trees.

80 types of tiles were used for this building and we are told that all
tiles were prepared carefully based on the execution diagrams. For
instance, all the design details are checked thoroughly and the true worth
of the Kunio Mayekawa Architects and Associates was exhibited fully
and the technical staff of the Shimizu Construction cooperated with
the designer to produce this work which is evaluated very highly. Thus,
we recommend this work as worthy of the BCS prize.
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