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HOTEL GRAND PALACE
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Location,/ Tokyo

Owner,/Hotel Grand Palace Co, Ltd.

Design/Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

Contractor,/ Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction/February, 1970 to February, 1972
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REVIEW by Shigeo Unno
Sakae Ohmi

Yasumi Yoshitake

It said that the Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd., is the only contractor,
among the large building contractors, which has been designing and
constructing buildings and special order construction jobs since its
establishment.

The Hotel Grand Palace is one of the works actualized by Takenaka
Komuten as the fruition of the accumulation of traditions. In the case of
this hotel, Takenaka Komuten started with the selection of the site and
acted as a mediator in the purchase of the land. Thus, the hotel has been
a project executed based on the development plan proposed on the
integrated judgement of the various sections of Takenaka Komuten.

The items which draw one’s attention are that the land was utilized to
the highest degree and the different portions of the lot were skillfully
utilized.

The building is divided into two large blocks: the high rise floors are
used for guest rooms and the lower floors are used for banquet rooms,
rooms for the management and parking spaces. The planning and
elevation clearly indicate their respective functions.

As is the case with the series of works by Takenaka, this building also
avoids all sensational forms which may startle people. Instead, with free
applications of familiar techniques, the building finish is smart and yet
refined.

Regarding the owner, he has held the number of guest rooms down to
500 and attempted to increase service to the guest rooms. We pay our
respects to the owner on this point.

The color conditioning of the main lobby on the first floor may be a

color scheme offered by the owner to obtain a popular sense but the
nuance one feels is somewhat heterogeneous to that of the Takenaka
tone. This may be that the evaluation depends on individual teste.

In the plan for execution, after a sufficient design period, the
equipment work was performed with first priority but the manpower
saving was required at all times such as the adoption of an electronic
computer for the plan for lifting.

Also, the term of work was greatly shortened by adopting a destina-
tion system for the main power line, permanent elevators, piping in the
facility shafts for all floors, unit toilets, water pumps, elevated water
tanks, etc. Moreover, the cost was reduced and high accuracy and safety
were secured. The above are evaluated very highly. In any case, the
reasons that this hotel became a winner of the BCS prize are that the
owner, designer and the person in charge of the construction became a
trinity, based on mutual trust, discussed each and every time persistently
and completed the building through their concerted efforts.
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General view
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/. Suite room
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Banquet room
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