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Location/Kumamoto City

Owner,/Nippon Telegraph & Telephone Public Corporation
DesignNippon Telegraph & Telephone Public Corporation
Contractor,/Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.

Term of Construction,/September, 1969 to July, 1971
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REVIEW by Akira Enami

Fuminaga Kiyota

Michiyoshi Tomono

The verdure around Kumamoto Castle was beautiful and azaleas were
blcoming on the slope on the top of the stone wall.

However, the new buildings which are erected with the above castle as
a background gave a somewhat feigned feeling and were out of keeping
with the beautiful environmental conditions. Among these buildings, the
Kumamoto Telegraph and Telephone Building was seen well-balanced
and harmonized with the above beautiful background.

We are told that even in the planning and design stages of the above
Kumamoto Telegraph and Telephone Building, a serious and careful
study was made on how to match the building to the beautiful
environment and to completely eliminate the sense of incongruity. Since
the building is an office building, the elements for argument may have
been rather simple. However, the appearance of the building, arranged in
a dark color, moderate and graceful, gives any one viewing the building a
favorable impression. Morever, the building seems to fit well the beautiful
environment around Kumamoto Castle which may not change greatly in
the future.

The planning is well-organized standard planning. Among the various
plane type works which the architecture Bureau of the Nippon Telegraph
and Telephone Public Corporation has completed based on its many
years of accomplishments and on an excellent plan, this building can be

ranked very high.

With a center core square plane of 36m grids, the lorg span structure
system of 12.5m between the outer wall and core forms a business space
without any inner columns and secures qualitative flexibility for the
future.

The execution is extremely accurate and care was exercised in every
nook and corner. One item worthy of special mention is the concrete
pouring for the bed of the tiles for the facing. With the use of special
metal forms, high accuracy execution was accomplished on the run-off
treatment of the pilaster cross section and around outer columns and
windows. Thus, we were compelled to agree with this work which
squarely tackles environmental conditions and which gives its answer in a
form which is both moderate and graceful. Furthermore, we recognize
that the above answer can be a model for other city buildings and we do
not hesitate in paying our respects to the owner, designer and executor of
this building.
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East side view
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Dining room
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