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YOMIURI SHINBUN OSAKA MAIN OFFICE,
NEW BUILDING
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Location: Osaka City

Owner: Yomiuri Shinbun Co., Ltd.,, Osaka

Design: NIKKEN SEKKEI planers, architects and engineers
Contractor: Taisei Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction: June, 1969 to April 1971
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REVIEW
by Tatsuro Ishii

Ryokichi Nakata
Fugaku Yokoyama

The building under review was designed to be built near the
Umeda Station, Osaka on a rather quiet site in the neighborhood
of the Nozaki and Ise Parks, enclosed on three sides by narrow
8 m roads. The area is 2,867 m?2 which is not very large. There
were various problems to be solved: the work procedure from
editing the newspaper, printing it, packing it to dispatching it
had to progress in the building in good order; the environment of
the parks in the neighborhood could not be damaged; the work
of dispatching newspapers from a place facing on only very
narrow roads.

A Construction Committee of a select few from among the
client, architectural designers, and contractors was organized to
intensively expedite the planning while adjusting various require-
ments from each different standpoint. The design determined by
these three in close cooperation attempted to arrange the 48
rotary press machines and the printing shop, the heart of the
newspaper work, to the underground floors, the rotary press
machines to be erected by furnishing a void from the fourth
basement to the ceiling of the second basement, and the
vibration noises to be absorbed by a vibration proof rubber and
heavy weight concrete foundation. Most of the first floor above
ground is allotted to a dispatch station. The second floor is used
as locker rooms for the staff, a nightwatchman’s room and
employees’ lounge. The third through the fifth floors are for
editing, topography, data and conference rooms. The top floor is
for staff recreation with dining and tea rooms, etc.

As may be understood from this description, the building has
six floors of basements to a depth of 28 m and is six stories or
24 m above ground.

In construction, since the site was located in the Osaka
district calied "'City of Water — Mizu No Miyako"’, boring and
other tests were carried out minutely and as the result, special

engineering technique was employed. Bright coloring in 50 mm
square mozaic tiles is the emphasis given to the exterior finish
together with the use of brownish alumium sash and bronze
plate glass. As a whole, the outward appearance is quiet but
bright. Thus, rationalization was thoroughly pursued for the
design of the inside whereas warmness was sought for in the
exterior finish. The designers in laying stress on creating a
functional image as a newspaper office seems to have given real
life to in the building.

Summarizing, the success was achieved in realizing their
purposes thanks to the very close cooperation among the client,
architectural designers and the builders from the initial step in
planning, executing the works after thorough examination and
adoption of a prudent policy, the plan having been as far as
possible to eliminate noise and other public nuisances from the
surroundings without damaging the environment and the
scenery. Moreover, as for the interior installations too, an ideal
newspaper office inclusive of all the aspects of the complicated
work process of editing, typography, printing and welfare
facilities for all employees, has been created thus fully deserving
the award of the BCS Prize.
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Part of the exterior
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