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L ocation: Tokyo

Owner: Mitsui Real Estate Co., Ltd.

Design: Mitsui Real Estate Co., L td.

Nihon Architects, Engineers, and Consultants, Inc.

Contractor: Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.

Kajima Corporation

Term of Construction: December, 1968 to March, 1970
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REVIEW

by Akira Otsubo
Teijiro Muramatsu
Toru Yamazaki

The name Mitsui Memorial Hospital is well known with its
history of sixty years since its establishment in 1909. The land
area of 6,800 m2 at a corner of the already existing urban
district of Nihonbashi Muromachi in Tokyo, with its concentra-
tion of houses wholesale and small factories is not at all of
sufficient size for building this general hospital. Moreover, the
first problem to be solved in the aspects of both architectural
design and execution of work was how the overaged hospital
which had formerly occupied the site should emerge from its old
shell to be a modern general hospital with 400 beds without
stopping the operation of the hospital even a day.

At the basic planning stage, the group of architectural
designers set up an excellent system of cooperation with both
the client and the builders. What is more, with their full
command of a large accumulation of hospital plans and their rich
experience in design techniques they were able to present a novel
floor plan design for the hospital. A ward plan which incorpo-
rated an administrative service core in each of the wards which
are connected to the main corridor on a zigzag line, is the basic
concept. The layout of the building on the basis of this plan,
with the floor of out patient facilities and central diagnosis and
therapy section beneath it, was not only an excellent solution to
the initial problem of maintaining the activities of the existing
facilities throughout the construction of the building but also an
indication of its capability to cope with future extensions.

The builders, too, with a complete knowledge of the
requirements of the client and the designers, reflected them in

the execution of work, and in spite of such working conditions
as a limited construction period and space, were able to put
together a building with high degree of precision. It can be easily
imagined, without even considering the technical problems to be
overcome, how nerve racking it must have been to carry out the
work “‘at the patients’ bedside”. From the view point of design,
this building may be said to be wanting in fixed individuality.
Some have said that this is attributable to the restricted
conditions under which the architectural design system had to be
placed. However, by making a tour of the hospital building, the
writer was strongly impressed by everything, not to mention the
layout of the various functions, such as the systems to handle
the record cards of the patients and their meals and the details of
the many rooms of highly diversified functions, which are
believed to be the singular result of the studies steadily
accumulated and the ideas of the designers of the basic plans,
seen here and there shining through everything. The Mitsui
Memorial Hospital has been selected to be awarded the prize as
an exceedingly well worked out building full of the purpose
imbued by all those concerned including the client who aimed to
make the significance of the hospital as an extension of people’s
living.
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B4 Part of the exterior
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General view
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F@ADO Approch to the main entrance
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#5/"%E  Special Private ward

RO E — Entrance lobby

& pI4EES  Intensive care unit
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Elevator hall and open space
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