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L ocation: Tokyo
Owner: Mitsui Real Estate Co., Ltd.
Design: Mitsui Real Estate Co., Ltd.
Kajima Corporation
Muto Institute
Contractor: Kajima Corporation
Mitsui Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction: November, 1969 to April, 1971
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REVIEW

by Masuki Nagai
Yasumi Yoshitake
Takeshi Yoshinari

Mita Tsunamachi Park Mansion standing atop an eminence in
Mita, Tokyo, is nineteen stories and 52 meters high and is the
first high rise cooperatively owned apartment to have been built
in the city. There are streets on the western and southern sides
of the site while the eastern and northern sides face on the
extensive garden of the Mitsui Club. Such a favorable location
for residences may not be found in all the metropolis. Moreover,
the floor area of about 120 m2 for each apartment is so large as
to far surpass that of the common apartment houses.

The purpose of the plan was to, to fully enrich the livability
by utilizing this superlative residential environment and the
Mitsui Garden. The arrangement of the apartment building and
the parking space was made in full consideration of the
neighboring environment, scenery and skyline as well as the
green zone and sun light. However the point of interest is the
process of planning, designing and building. That is, in order to
secure high level quality based on the modernization of the
architectural industry, the plan was worked over through
repeated feed-backs between the livability, structural plan,
economy of the building, workability and such. Special attention
is also given to earthquake resistance, fire proofing, disaster
prevention and other considerations for safety.

Regarding the floor plan, the columns within each unit have
been avoided in order to provide adaptability and openness. In
the typical plan for this apartment building, the column and
earthquake resisting wall are placed in the shape of a cross and

all columns, have been eliminated within each unit of residence
to allow more freedom of space. As a peculiar feature of the
structure, prefabrication was adopted as far as possible, using
steel columns and beams and the slit type structural wall as the
main structural materials, with the application of fireproofing
coating. Various efforts at effective utilization are apparent here
and there, for some instances, employment of a PC anchor
engineering technique, use of vacuum concrete pump for the
creep and elastic deflection of the floor slab, rationalization of
finish, labor saving and others. Coupled with the skill in
supervising the construction work, thoughtful consideration and
measures for the safeness of the work were taken.

Thus, it is highly appreciated that the work of this building
was carried out under a systematic process of planning, taking
into account that it was the first highrise residential building in
Japan. Since the work is expected to contribute greatly to the
future development of high rise residential buildings through
elucidation of livability, economy and systematization of
development, it is recognized as worthy of the award.
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General view
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Part of the balcony 121
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