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L ocation: Sapporo City

Owner: Hokkaido Prefectural Government

Design: Takeo Sato, Architect and Associates

Contractor: Maruhiko-Watanabe Construction Co., Ltd.
Toda Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction: December, 1968 to December, 1970
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REVIEW

by Takashi Adachi
Tadashi Ogawa
Tokutaro Nishijima

From National Highway No.12 fifteen kilometers from
Sapporo passing through the town of Atsubetsu, the Develop-
ment Commemoration Tower can be seen soaring high above the
background of the largely rolling waste land and the wide range
of primeval forest light purple in color. Turn into the approach
road to your left, pass through the marsh and go up the gentle
slope again to the left and there can be seen the decorous
Hokkaido Development Memorial Hall.

The unsophisticated mightiness rooted in the solid earth and
the spirit of commemoration admiring the great developmental
works of frontier forerunners are embodied in this magnificent
square framing. The solemn brick coloring to endure the severe
climate, the brickwork itself suggestive of the stiches made in
rugged dress, highlighting the points of stress, the simple
brackets giving additional effects. The eight rather thin pillar
shaped cornices moulded in aluminium coupling are supported in
between the sturdy brick side walls and cast deep shadows.

Tread across the front garden gravel and stand at the front
approach. The beautiful sculpture of the crane arranged on the
pillar centering around the basin of granite, shaped like the crest
of Hokkaido, dipping in water and accenting the open space.
There is also a design in sound. Sounds like the flapping of the
wings of cranes are heard with the clapping of hands reverber-
ating against the side walls which have slight curves.

The scrupulous care given to the layout in adjusting the
north-south central axis of the Grand Hall of the Memorial Hall
with its symbolic space anticipating the visual effect of the
Development Memorial Tower, gives even greater significance to
this Memorial District.

As a function of the Memorial Hall, there is a 3,000 m2,
space for exhibition to handle various kinds of exhibits, the
Memorial Hall for various ceremonies, the auditorium with
functionally close connections with the areas around it, rooms
for research organs, well furnished research data room far larger
than expected, special exhibition room, various office rooms and
dining room.

The architectural designers have made strong efforts in
uniting architecture and fire arts. Stepping into the Grand

Lobby, one sees a vivid tapestry at the front with the crest of
Hokkaido as the main theme forming a very effective focus in
the super space of brick and irongrating which is of far greater
scale than that of the human being. Two candle stands made of
iron giving the image of a sanctuary of a church and round
dignified chandelliers inside the Memorial Hall create a religious
atmosphere to bring about the stage effects for ceremonies. At
the center of the rear of the bricks is a huge tapestry by the same
artist representing the animals of Hokkaido, serving as a central
focus in this space. One of the corners of the lounge has a wall
which is a fine composition of horse shoes nailed up to admire
and as a memorial to honor the meritorious deeds of the many
fine horses which have service in the development. One thousand
and six hundred horse shoes, some large and some small, which
had been actually used before were collected through the
cooperation of people from all over Hokkaido.

Turning to the technical problems, the expression of the
building fully tells about the various hardships experienced: the

-execution of the work for a deep foundation method, prevention

of frost damage and dew condensation, prevention of icicles by
turning the inclination of the roof inward, providing 750,000
bricks and training the workers, gathering of stones used for
both the interior and exterior. All these had to be worked out
through changes in designs and adjustment of the schedule of the
construction work.

The harmony of spirit among the client, architectural
designers, builders and artists, all four united in one body, to
memorialize the great achievement in developing Hokkaido, was
sufficient to conquer the severeness of Nature.

The writer stood in the great space of the Memorial Hall,
motionless, deeply touched by the feeling of placid embrace by
seeing in person, close at hand, the last architectural work of the
late Mr. Takeo Sato, the respected teacher and architect, to
which he sang a lyric praising the development of Hokkaido.
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