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L ocation: Tokyo

Owner: Nippon Telegraph & Telephone Public Corporation
Sumitomo Shoji Kaisha, Ltd.

Design: Nippon Telegraph & Telephone Public Corporation
Nippon Sogo Architects and Engineers Office

Contractor: Ohbayashi- Gumi, L td.

Term of Construction: April, 1967 to September, 1970
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REVIEW

by Masuki Nagai
Yasumi Yoshitake
Takeshi Yoshinari

The site of the building under review which belongs to the
Japan Telephone and Telegraph Corporation is of an inefficient

shape: one half of a perfect square. Not only that, the area is

surrounded by 19 m high elevated highways. The building
planned to be built actually made up of two buildings of
different characteristics, one is a Telephone and Telegraph
Corporation Building for its own use and the other, an office
building for commercial use. It may be said that these kinds of
buildings constructed in such a urban district are very important
factors in an urban environment.

As for the designing, these two buildings are dexterously
arranged, with a spacious plaza in front of the entrances of both
buildings for pedestrians 1.2 m higher than the street pavement
completely separated from the pathways of the incoming and
outgoing cars, thus creating a splendid space of quietness for
humans amongst the bustle of the streets. This plaza stretches
from the pilotis of the high rise section to the hall on the first
floor to give a feeling of latitude to the public section, in spite of
being a commercial building.

A 3.2m?2 module is employed in the floor plan which is
designed in a solid, sound way, which may be termed functional
or rather materialistic. Because of this, the building provides a-
feeling of security. About two thirds of the Telephone and
Telegram Corporation Building is allotted for the telegram and
telephone equipment taking into account additional installations
in the future together with disaster prevention and escape plans
which necessarily accompany the high rise building.

The exterior finishes comprise metal curtain walls for the’
high rise office building and precast concrete slab of shock beton
with large sized tiles set into it for the medium height part of the
equipment building. Though the latter had been devised from
the view point of disaster prevention and economy, both the
coloring and volume match well with the former to create
oneness.

As seen from the precision of the work, the standard of the
construction technique is recognized to be high. Considerations
are even given to easy maintenance of the building.

This structure, with no showing off"’, is sober and presents a
fullness borne out of the form itself. It can be judged as fully
deserving, as an to other urban buildings, of our great respect.
This also goes for the Japan Telephone and Telegram Public
Corporation for their attitude in wrestling with the establish-
ment of an urban community right out in front.
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425 General view ZeEHE  Aerial view
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FEHE  Office space

%RB37R— )L  Entrance hall

Staff managers’ conference room

e e

EHFEE
Dining room for the guests

Main conference room
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