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Location: Ashigara- Shimogun, Kanagawa Pref.
Owner: Kokudo Keikaku Co., Ltd.

Design: Murano and Mori, Associated Architects
Contractor: Kajima Corporation

Term of Construction: April, 1970 to April, 1971
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REVIEW

by Takashi Adachi
Tadashi Ogawa
Tokutaro Nishijima

To be seen at the spot where the foot of the Hakone
Komagatake Mountain approaches the lake side are the cone
shaped thatched roofs amidst the primeval forest. You get out of
your car at the forest parking space along the Prefectural
Highway and go down the slope by a path with a view of those
cone shaped roofs in the forest with the surface of the lake as
the background.

The attitude of the Seibu Railway Company who is adminis-
trating the business of the whole area in preserving and nurturing
the place so that people can commune with the nature in
quietness with one’s whole heart and body keeping cars at least
one kilometer away should be evaluated with a special signifi-
cance nowadays when the problems of environment give rise to
lively public discussions. In this sense, it is assumed that mingling
with nature must have been the fundamental concept of this
Rest Pavilion — ““Oyasumidokoro’ — built in commemoration of
the undertakings of Seibu.

At a glance, the outside appearance of the building reminds
you of the houses of the IRAKU Tribe of Samoa. The exterior
wall is concrete with quarried stone, enclosed with alternate
arrangements of pillars seeming to grow out of the ground and
vertical glass doors. This building comprises of the three cones,
the service space (kitchen) at the center connecting them and the
corridors around it. The three circular rooms are used differently
as lobby exhibition room, dining and tea room and a special
room for distinguished guests, the interiors being full of
elaborated delicacy and grace.

The ceilings of both the lobby and the dining room are of
wooden wickerwork with umbrella like radial rafters showing a
slight slope.‘Th‘e walls are of cypress panel board and though
simple give a good impression of quality. In the special room, the
wall cloth with purple as the key color stretches from floor to
ceiling which rises in a delicate curve to create an elegant
atmosphere in the indirect lighting. The mobile type chandelier

with petal shaped globes attached to glass fishing rods suspended
from the ceiling is another addition of gaiety to attract the
attention.

In contrast with the method to bringing nature in through
wide opening windows, emphasis is laid on stability, with esteem
for the primitive and centripetal function as a place of rest for a
cup of tea and a smoke or as a place of shelter. The window
doors not only serve to enhance the picture frame effect of the
scenery but also add a feeling of dignity.

Different from the other prizing winning works, this building
is rather a small piece of work. But it is still a superb work, even
an excellent object of industrial art. The decision was made with
no hesitation to recommend this Hakone Arboterum Rest
Pavilion for a prize for the unchaging fresh fantasy of the old
master, the client who offered the opportunity to realize the
fantasy with full understanding and for the extraordinary devices
and efforts of the builders in realizing the building.

Though the thatched roofs and exterior walls still show their
newness, they will add softness and quietness through the years:
and will mingle into the primeval forest for the comfort of those
who will visit there.
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SMNBREED Part of the exterior

SNERERS  Part of the exterior
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Main approch and entrance




2% Dining room

ZFhE Tree in |
in an alcove next to the entrance
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