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Location: Tokyo

Owner: Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Design: Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Contractor: Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction: January, 1968 to May, 1970
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REVIEW

by Tatsuro Ishii
Ryokichi Nakata

Fugaku Yokoyama

The building has provided excellent solutions to the two
most important and substantial problems for architecture. The
first is the relationship between architecture and the urban
environment and the second is how functions and space
compositions are to serve man.

The building site is located in the Koto District, the typical
image of which is a gloomy, dark, damp and promiscuous
environment. The designers at first aimed at the positive
redevelopment of this urban environment in order to create a
bright and orderly human environment. The construction of the
Institute Building through such an attitude was immediately
successful in leading up to the redevelopment of the surrounding
districts as well as the adjacent land, thus bringing about a
complete change in the area.

Next, it is a matter of course that the building is completely
furnished with the equipment and installations directly necessary
for the work of the Institute. But, also, in response to the
position of the Institute as a place of the highest degree of
creative intellectual activities of man, pursuit was made as to
how all of the floor areas and the space functions can be utilized
to accomplish the unification of the experiments, research and
humanity. From this viewpoint, specific devices are made in the
arrangement of the spaces for various uses and, at the same time,
success has been achieved in providing for necessary communica-
tion between the two major activities, the experimental work
and the research and development work through the fluidity of
the three dimensional space engerdered by the arrangement and
constitution of each block of the building as a whole. As regards
the design, the finish of architectural concrete was thoroughly
employed not only for the exterior finish but for the entire

interior finish too, the massiveness and fullness produced. giving
the impression of the highest standard of building embodied in
this Research Institute, together with strong and lucid formative
expressions of both the interior and exterior of the building.

It must be added that no basement was made because of the.
difficulty in the construction work on the soft ground, and the
machinery and equipment rooms are located on the first floor of
the main building. All such aspects of the building work as the
BENOTO method as large as 45 m, the driving in of the PC piles,
the structural framework itself of reinforced architectural
concrete finish, of which the area of the forms alone came to
50,000 m2, and furthermore, setting up of the complicated
equipment systems and installations, have been carefully carried
out under thorough plans. The workmanship proves the superb
technology of the construction department.

Summing up, the results seen in this building are the product
of the pursuit of the problems made by concentrated feedback
among the three departments, the users, designers and builders.
It is firmly believed that the building is a fine work deserving the
BCS Prize, created through the intelligent understanding and
mutual cooperation of all those involved.
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