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TAKATSUKI MUNICIPAL GAVERNMENT OFFICE
BUILDING
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Location: Takatsuki City

Owner: Takatsuki Municipal Government

Design: Toshiro Yamashita Architects & Associates
Contractor: Zenitaka- Gumi Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction: June, 1969 to December, 1970
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REVIEW

by Tatsuro Ishii
Ryokichi Nakata
Fugaku Yokoyama

To describe the city of Takatsuki in a few words, it is a quiet
ancient town which flourished during the Nara Era. Following
the experience of the overpopulation phenomenon in Osaka and
Kyoto brought about by the post war economic progress,
Takatsuki too was not allowed to remain a peaceful quiet of city
of greenery. The 1969 population of 200,000 in swelled to
270,000 by 1972 and before long, it will be 300,000 and then
500,000.

The municipal government authorities became interested in
the new ideas of city planning and have been drafting such as for
the station plaza redevelopment. road extension, sewage and
housing projects in rapid succession, and doing their utmost to
put them into practice.

In one of those plans, for the establishment of the station
plaza, the authorities took the initiative and selected this present
location for the site of the new building where, being the center
of the city, various government and public agency offices have
been brought together to make a most convenient area for the
citizens.

Prior to the construction of the new municipal government
building, the general planning had been assigned to four
architectural firms in a designated competition in conformity
with the "Architectural Design Competition Standard”. The
general planning of the Yamashita Toshiro Architectural Design
Office was selected as the winner.

Our hats off to the client’s attitude in selecting the ideal land
site through amicable arrangements for purchase and in obtain-
ing the general planning through the ideal way of a competition.

Since the major traffic organs and the trunk roads traversing
the city east and west all run diagonally from the southwest to
the northeast, the building site is diamond shaped. The building
is placed decisively and boldly by deftly utilizing the shape of
the land: the main building placed on the east-west axis with the
arrangement of the general assembly hall building to meet it at
right angles. In addition, the success has been achieved in floor
plan in connecting and isolating the assembly hall building and
the main building. The expression of the elevation is clear,
familiar and even has a bracing effect on one.

Entering the entrance which warmly receives the citizens as if
a symbol of Takatsuki as a comfortable town to live in, the
spaciously designed lobby circles the inside of the building. In

this service area for the citizens, movable counters are arranged
and the flow of documents received by a conveyer system is a
function designed to the utmost to serve the needs of the
citizens.

On the surface of the wall of the garden of light at the core
of the building, granite blocks are piled up to create an image of
the stone wall of the Takatsuki Castle which has continued to
exist in peace nearly 900 years to delight the eyes of the citizens
with the engraving of the family crests of the successive feudall
lords, and also serves to soften the atmosphere of the office,
busy with the bustling of the office personnel, as does the
greenery of the lawn and the trees.

The construction period has been one year and eight months.
Since the former half of the period overlapped with the busiest
time of the construction work for the World Exposition ‘70 held
near the site and the latter half during the opening of the
Exposition, the work was carried out during very bad traffic
conditions. The building plan to solve the structural problem of
the uneven settlement of the 1st and the 2nd basements was
based on special data and the results which settled everything as
scheduled are recognized as highly successful, as was the design
itself.

The building has been selected for a BCS Prize in recognition
of it as a good piece of work, every part of which makes one
realize that the client, the design office and the builder, all three
had spared no cooperative effort, working as one with mutual
understanding.
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