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SHIZUOKA PREFECTURAL GOVERNMENT
OFFICE, EAST BUILDING
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Location: Shizuoka City

Owner: Shizuoka Prefectural Government

Design: NIKKEN SEKKEI planers, architects and engineers
Contractor: Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction: July, 1968 to May, 1970
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REVIEW

by Masuki Nagai
Yasumi Yoshitake
Takeshi Yoshinari

Though this East Building under review came under the
extension plan for the already existing Shizuoka Prefectural
Government Office Building, the work was executed as part of
the redevelopment of the surrounding district under a compre-
hensive project with further plans for the future, the building
having been completed under the First Term Plan.

East Building was designed to be built on the right side of the
old building at the center. By making use of the bank of the
moat of the old castle ruins, the ground was artificially built up
to the same height and opened to pedestrians. The ground at the
level one layer lower than this is utilized as a garage for both this
building and the old building. This artificial ground will become
a Plaza for the people of the prefecture planned to be laid out at
the site of the main office building and is expected to show more
effective use. The design of the East Building is dauntless while
being scrupulous and the very strength of the open-hearted and
elegant form, with the site surrounded by the stone wall and the
moat as the background, is quite commendable.

This high rise office building 18 stories above ground
comprising of two rows of office spaces of 500 m?2 with a core
between them has a huge span with the columns flung outside.
The plane surface regulated with the 3.2 m modules is eminently
adaptable and to permit a high degree of flexibility to meet the
different usages of the rooms through the employment of the
induction units provided uniformly under the windows. The
problem of equigment too is plainly solved in accordance with
the interchangeability of the floor plan. Satisfactory considera-
tions are also made for safety and disaster prevention.

The kinds of finishing materials had been reduced and all
rooms finished uniformly. This was very effective in restraining
the building costs. It was only possible with the cooperative
understanding of the client.

It should be added that in order to materialize this high rise
office building within the budget for a building of only 9 stories
or so, a very careful examination of the cost was made, resulting
in the employment of steel framed reinforced concrete construc-
tion of huge span and simple rigid frame structure taking into
the design the concepts of elasticity and plasticity.

In addition to the above, elaborate considerations can be seen
here and there such as: the method of maintenance eliminating
the use of gondolas; handling of the sun control louvers; relief on
the surface of the huge concrete beams; the detailed care given
to the precast walls and so on.

Especially the main structure carries the key tone of
architectural concrete to serve as the finish. It tells fully of the
painstaking efforts taken in the execution of work, and the
diligent cooperation on the part of the contractors has been a
satisfactory response to the expectation of the designers.

It is needless to say that this superb building in form and in
function could only have been realized with a high standard of
engineering technology, and furthermore it would have been
impossible without a full understanding on the side of the client
in the background. All these facts should be highly esteemed.
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Exterior looked up from the main entrance
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General view
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