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Location / Sagamihara City
Owner/ Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd.
Design/ Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Contractor/ Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Kajima Corporation
Taisei Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction/ July, 1969 to January, 1971
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REVIEW
by Hiroyasu Tomiie

This work distinguishes itself in the point of
splendid harmony of conception, design and con-
struction work in an artifical composite of space.

The concept, which was born out of the client’s
many vyears' experience in factory management,
aimed to pursue a space convenient and pleasant for
work oriented on the human being. For this purpose,
all aspects such as adoption of a mammoth one floor
system (216.00m x 288.00m), the simplification of
the plan by a standard grid (18.00m x 18.00m),
making the building thoroughly windowless and the
handling of the artificial climate inside the work
space (air conditioning, lighting and noise, dust and
pollution prevention) were required.

Consequently, this huge factory with a very
simple single layer flat roof managed magnificently
to adopt all those factors and make them bloom. On
the other hand this mammoth building seems to be a
challenge to academic theories.

It was a triumph any way that a building of such
huge size and windowless could be realized within
the restrictions of the Building Standards Law cur-
rently- in force. The Building Standards Law indi-
cated that the Law exists not for the law itself but is

capable of versatile adaption to live practical applica-
tion.

Moreover, the success attained in overcoming the
very short construction period, thanks to the cooper-
ation of the client, designer and contractors (it was a
joint venture), is splendid.

One of the most interesting points is that the
huge flat roof, as large as 60,000m?, is constructed
of only 100mm ALC with only a simple vinyloide
water proof SF-30 sanded finish. It was raining all
day when we inspected the building but there
seemed to be no trouble. In addition, it was very
impressive that architectural orthodoxy had been
pierced in this way.
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General view
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Interior of the plant
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