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Locatiqn/ Osaka City
Owner/ Hotel Plaza Co., Ltd.
Design/ Taisei Construction Co., Ltd.

Contractor/ Taisei Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction/October, 1967 to September, 1969
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REVIEW

by Morin Kaku
Sei Nikai
Fugaku Yokoyama

The Osaka district had not been favored with the
chance of constructing mammoth hotels. However
taking the opportunity of EXPO ‘70, the time was
finally ripe to build one. This is a high rise hotel
constructed in the Kita Osaka district about 1km
from the Yodogawa River behind Osaka Station,
adjoining the existing Asahi Broadcasting Main
Office Building and the Osaka Tower (a work receiv-
ing the 9th BCS Prize) in the same district.

Added to the existing Main Office Building of a
floor area of about 29,000m2 and the Tower with a
floor area of 1,100m?2 the floor area of the new
hotel building of about 50,000m? makes the entire
floor area about 80,0002 to form a special bloc
named the ABC Center.

This building stands 22 stories above ground with
three basements and consists of an 18 storied high
rise tower part having rectangular plan of 15.1m x
18.7m atop a 4 storied lower part which expands
below the high rise part.

Except for the cocktail lounge on the top floor,
the entire tower section is allotted for 600 guest
rooms to accommodate 1,100 guests. The plan is a
simple one: excepting the special room on the 21st
floor, even combinations of about 40 guest rooms
classified as single or twins and in grades on each
floor are arranged on both sides of each middle
corridor with the elevator halls at the center.
The pile of these flat layers is wrapped in curtain
wall of cast aluminium with repetition of patterns
used ‘as a standard unit made up of a complex of
four different panels, though it seems to be a
random pattern at a glance. Added to the special
fabricated finish of the panel surfaces, it gives a
soaring and dynamic look to the building.

The lower section consists of the 1st floor incor-
poration a tea lounge, coffee shop and main bar
centering on the lobbies and front at the entrances
of the hotel and the banquet halls, the 2nd and 3rd
floors with large and small banquet halls, the 4th
floor which is the main restaurant floor centered on
a Japanese style roof garden, the 1st basement
consisting of a shopping arcade, and the 2nd and 3rd
basements used for parking space.

The construction plan is not at all distinguishing
but the placid atmosphere and style of the whole
hotel make a very good impression on the guests,
‘hand in hand with the function and rationality of
the operation of the hotel itself.

Success was achieved on a limited budget by
utilizing certain characteristics of design and execu-
tion of work and by very marvelously completing a
high rise building of stories and adequately fulfilling
the unusual and lively conditions required by the
management.

This may be seen as an outcome of the con-
fidence the client placed in the designers and con-
tractors and the steady cooperation made in re-
sponse by the designers and contractors.

Structurally, the basement is of reinforced con-
crete construction with the base of the fundation

14m from the ground surface and below it in the
Tenma strate, large piers made of reinforced con-
crete with the larger dimension of about 10m resting
on the Tenma strata to support the building. This is
a very rare example of a flexible structure which
places the bottom of each pier on soil of the
supporting strata, treating the piers as a part of the
upper structure. The part from the 1st through the
4th floors is steel framed reinforced concrete con-
struction and the high rise part from the 5th floor
upward is of simple steel framed construction with a
special PC power resisting wall arranged in line with
the short sides of the rectangular to form flexible
earthquake resisting walls.

In the work execution the 90 large dimension
deep foundation piers (maximum dimension 3,80m)
were built with the oil pressure type well pressuriz-
ing apparatus’ developed by Taisei Construction.
This shortened the construction period greatly.

In addition, the flexible earthquake resisting wall
effectively displays elastic plasticity, having a pin
connection with a newly developed special type joint
plate.

Lastly, referring to the management of the hotel,
the number of guest rooms is limited to 600 to
render as complete individual service as possible.
That the number of guest rooms per floor had to be
40 or thereabouts due to the high rise structure is
not necessarily desirable from the management point
of view. In spite of this, however, 24-hour room
service is specially maintained in this hotel. For this
purpose, a housekeeping office is provided in the 1st
basement and the services are carried out com-
petently and with efficiency. This is the secret as to
why the hotel has been gaining the favor of guests,
especially of those who arrive and depart late at
night or early in the morning because of transporta-
tion schedules.

Summarizing all of the above, this hotel is a fine
work naturally expressing the so-called touch of
cotton’ which is unpretentious but soft and quiet at
the same time, with the scruplous consideration of
the management seen everywhere.
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LR B North east exterior

THE - PLAZA

g5t General view

45t General view
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Elevator hall

Y R — Entrance hall
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Reception ballroom
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Guest room
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