EL7MVLEREARMLENL

FUJI FILM, TOKYO OFFICE, BUILDING
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Location/ Tokyo

Owner/ Fuji Film Co., Ltd.

Design/ Yoshinobu Ashihara, arch. and assocs.
Contractor/ Kajima Corporation

Term of Construction/ October, 1967 to June, 1969
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REVIEW
by Akira Otsubo

The hearts of those who ook at this building are
caught with the first glance. And when people learn
that this building is the main office building of the
enterprise called “"Fuji Film", they will be still more
deeply impressed by the name and the image of the
enterprise overlapping with the shape of the build-
ing.

The site is located at Nishi Azabu, Minato-ku. To
build a building of this kind in the narrow commer-
cial strip along a street of a residential district is apt
to give rise to troubles with the neighboring resi-
dential areas. First, | pay my homage to the client’s
observation in daring to select this location for the
main office building. The reason is that the building
occupies a location near the Takagicho Interchange
where the Expressway from the center of the metro-
polis runs toward Shibuya on a big curve, on the
edge of one of the gentle folds of the Musashino
Plain, perhaps the nearest one to the center of the
metropolis: a location where the building is pleasant
to look at either from a speeding automobile or from
a standstill, at a considerable distance.

The plan is a simple octagon. This shape seems to
be attributed to the building restrictions, presuming
from the shape of the site and the relation of the
roads. However, actually, it has a sharper effect on
the observer than the impression given by the shape
of the plan. The technique is worthy of notice that
even though the stairs at the east and west edges and
the two tower like parts of massive concrete embrac-
ing the A.D. etc., make us believe that they play an
important part in structure at a glance, they, in
reality, sharply indicate the image of the enterprize
together with the effect of the huge surface of glass
which is designed to express the coating on the
surface of photographic film.

When visiting this building, people are moved by
the designer’s style which shows a brilliant develop-
ment at the interior circular approach which is the
point of induction into the inner space from the
outer space. Skilful treatment of the differences of
the heights with the road surface, disposition of the
traffic lines of pedestrians and automobiles, the hall,
lobby, sunken garden etc. all such ingenious changes

of spaces as to baffle the expectations of those
entering the building. Even the directions of the
joints on the floor and ceilings surfaces all present a
splendid development in design made by calculation
after calculation.

It is easily imagined that in spite of the endeavors
to solve the technological problem (for instance
employment of the round G column), this design in
pursuit of the possibility of expression of every
detail of the design of the irregular shapes of the
plan, the expression of the curtain wall and such,
might have been a considerable burden in the execu-
tion of work. However, the finished work, which
managed these with no failures, gives even the
impression of having much reserve and is recognized
as deserving as does the high evaluation in materializ-
ing this 18 storied high rise building.

Though there are some problems such as that of
supervision of the interior circular approach, the
problem of a vertical traffic plan as a building for the
company’s own use, etc., as indicated above, the
high level of chrystallization of efforts, which have
realized scurately the mission of the building has
been elected as the recipient of the award on the
basis of unamimous recognition by all of the mem-
bers.
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