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WORLD TRADE CENTER BUILDING, TOKYO
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Location / Tokyo

Owner/ Tokyo Terminal Co., Ltd. -

Design/ NIKKEN SEKKEI, planers, architects and engineers
Muto Institute

Contractor/ Kajima Corporation

Term of Construction/ July, 1967 to March, 1970
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REVIEW
by Toshio Sakamoto

The fidelity of the construction work and the
quality of the finish of a building may be viewed
from two positions. Without relying on the predict-
able results of experienced craftsmen coupled with
materials in long use which give rise to no apprehen-
sion on the part of the user and those engineering
techniques which have survived the years, this build-
ing was finished as the coordinated product of
design, engineering technique and construction work
fulfilling its requirements most adequately without
resorting to currently popular materials and en-
gineering methods to realize the function and per-
formance demanded of the new project and the
times, up to 100 per cent. The design, as well as the
execution of work, seem to be a feedback from
newly explored materials as a part of the system of
construction to play its part in bringing the project
to a successful completion. Different from the cus-
tomary tried and true buildings, this work shows the
beauty of one area of our modern age. Though
emphasis is rather laid on the execution of work in
evaluating buildings for the BCS Prize, both the
workmanship in the orthodox cases and the success
of new developments are the outcome of coopera-
tion between design and execution of work. These
superior works which were selected for the Prizes
this year too, were judged on these two principles.
The World Trade Center Building is a fine representa-
tive of the second of these two principles.

The dawn of the super high rise building in Japan
came with the Kasumigaseki Building. The founda-
tion for the realization of super high rise buildings
has now been laid. The zeal which those concerned
with the construction of the Kasumigaseki Building
devoted to the revolution in engineering technology
is highly appreciated. In so far as this engineering
technique has been handed down to those who are
to build the second and the third high rise buildings,
they do not have the honor of being pioneers but are
reruns for the second or third times..

We had been seeing the blackish brown structure
of the World Trade Building from the city, from the
trains, the high expressways and even from the sky.
We had also considered it as a newstopic when the
effects on the wind of super high rise buildings were
a current scandal. In reality, until we had observed

this building as one of the entries for the BCS Prize,
we were of the opinion that it was only a technical
extension of the Kasumigaseki Building. However,
going inside the building and being told of the entire
process from the original project plan through the
design efforts and to the construction work by the
client and those related to the design and construc-
tion, and after looking at it again with all this in
consideration, we realized that the Trade Center
Building is not a mere rerun but is the outcome of a
number of synthesized factors.

The primary significance is that even with the
result already attained by the Kasumigaseki Building,
even more demanding conditions were actually over-
come by a new synthesized system of construction,
and that the coordinators achieved this good result
by concentrating each of their techniques on each
composite part.

Required to fulfill a complex of functions as
both a trade center and a traffic center, though the
environment is not at all suitable as a part of the city
planning in a broader sense, this building manifests
simply and candidly the results obtained by the
synthesizing respectively developed original studies
such as the archtectural plot plans, the structural
plans, the equipment plans and so on, in the light of
the construction plans and its ability to meet all the
requirements.

It is expected that the commercial super high rise
buildings to be built in the future will depend greatly
on the Trade Center Building as the second starting
point.
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