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Location /Hokkaido

Owner /Hokkaido Prefectural Government

Design./Kume Architects-Engineers

Contractor / Itogumi Doken Co., Ltd.
Taisei Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction/October,1965 to May, 1968
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REVIEW

by Hirotaro Ota
Toshio Sakamoto
Michiyoshi Tomono

The land on which the Hokkaido Government
Office Main Building is situated has a historic
background dating from opening up of Hokkaido.
In the middle of this site there is the former
Hokkaido Government Office Building (designated
as an improtant cultural property) built in 1888,
which, along with the garden in front of it, has been
loved by the people of Hokkaido and desired
to be preserved as an important historic site
in Hokkaido.

Therefore, when constructing the new gov-
ernment office building, in consideration of such
circumstances, several different layouts were taken
into consideration and carefully examined, As a
result, it was decided to restore to its original state
the old government office building at the center
as a Meiji Centennial project(1968) and at the same
time utilize it as a link in the new government office
complex. Behind the old building (on the west)
there were the temporary government office building
(in the northwest section), the Hokkaido general
assembly hall and other buildings (in the southwest
section). The new building was constructed as
a north-south building after demolishing the build-
ings to northwest. Though the buildings related
to the general assembly remain as they were, the
provision of sufficient space for the extension of
the new building by rebuilding them has been taken
into consideration in the event such extension should
become necessary.

The new building comprises two stories under-
ground and 12 stories above ground, being one
of the highest multistoried buildings in Hokkaido,
with the first and second floors for those depart-
ments closely related to the people of Hokkaido,
the third floor for the governor’s offices, and the up
floors from the 4th for the general business depart-
ments. On the first floor, a well is provided at the
center, to the north of which there is a lobby for free
use by the citizens as a rest place. Relief images
telling the history of Hokkaido are engraved in the
walls of the well to avoid monotony liable to be
characteristic of government office building. In the
lobby, one can see here and there citizens talking
to each other and students reading books, with

a familiar atmosphere being created. The office
rooms, and such are provided with fewer partitions,
and are bright and simple. It may be said to be a plan
adequate for government office architecture.

The external appearance is quiet and imposing
in its harmony with the red brick of the old building,
being composed of newly developed curtain wall
panels said to be made by coating aluminium cast-
ings with vitreous enamel. Also worth noting is
the maximum use for the interior of materials
produced in Hokkaido.

As the building extends in a north-south direction,
though it is 12-stories high, the question of sunshine
to the buildings across the road on the north
is not critical, and in addition, though the cooling
load of this building exposed to the afternoon
sun is large, the period requiring cooling is short
owing to the regional characteristics of Hokkaido
and therefore the burden is relatively light. The
airconditioning system was awarded the 1970 Prize
of the Airconditioning Society by virtue of its excel-
lent design and execution of works, and in this
respect too, it may be said to be superior.

This building completed with excellent design
and execution including considerations for the
preservation of the historical environment and for
future extension, with satisfactory management
being maintained after completion, is deemed worthy
of an award of the BCS Prize.
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