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MAIN BUILDING OF THE KANAZAWA INSTITUTE OF
TECHNOLOGY
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Location/Kanazawa City, Ishikawa Pref.
Owner/Kanazawa Institute

Design/ Sachio Otani

Contractor /lkeda Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction/November, 1967 to March, 1969
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REVIEW

by Kinpei Koshiyama
Koji Syoda
Syoichiro Fuijii

At a distance of about 20 to 30 minutes by car
to the south of Kanazawa City, there is a group
of old and new school facilities in a quiet environ-
ment surrounded by paddy fields. The main building
of a ‘“‘queer” form, the subject of the present
consideration, attracts one’s attention by its prom-
inence. The building constructed at the same time as
the Civil Engineering Building opposite the site
of a group of the existing installations across a road
is called the Masutani Memorial Hall, being a central
building having a commemorative character. Frankly
speaking, at a glance we had a feeling of incom-
prehensibility and garrulity.

However, upon entering the building and in
walking about to look into the center well hall,
each laboratory, classroom and drawing room,
we were fascinated by the high quality of inner
space of the architecture. Though aware that the
awarding of the BCS Prize is based on the proportion
of design to execution at about 4 : 6, here we would
say that we were deeply impressed first by the
quality of the design and in particular, by the quality
of space of the center well hall. Whether or not
the very space equipment induced by the designer
for mutual contact of students as well as professors
and deans will be utilized truly may be said
to depend on the living attitude of these participants.

The complicated organizing of “parts” into
“the whole” through a design which causes traffic
lines from classrooms and laboratories to meet
and part at the space in the center has, just as it is,
been imposed upon the builder as complicatedness
in execution. The technique of the builder having
executed it also deserves recognition.

It is considered that in particular, the following
difficult conditions of execution have been suc-
cessfully overcome : problems regarding temporary
works and jointing of successive layings of concrete
in a large space; minute care to be taken for finish
through on site concreting; the problem of concrete
slump and its finish when placing pump concrete

in sloped parts; selection of proper aggregates
for plaster work done in winter; execution of heating
work by means of a jet engine; considerations
to be given to disposal of melting snow at site
in a very snowy area, as well as others.

Further, it is keenly felt that an organic
client-designer-field  supervisor-builder teamwork
based on the client’s insight into the future of this
building has been the invisible key to the success
of this building. We, the three examiners, each
entertain the firm belief that the building fully
deserves the BCS Prize.
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South side view
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Partial exterior on the south
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Lecture room
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