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MAIN OFFICE BUILDING FOR
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Design/ Kajima Corporation
Contractor / Kajima Corporation

Term of Construction/ November, 1966 to July, 1968
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REVIEW

by Kinpei Koshiyama
Koji Syoda
Syoichiro Fujii

Execution of the first-stage construction planned
to concentrate the business functions of Kajima
Corporation, thus far having been carried on at
ten-odd places, has been selected for consideration.

Because the building was built in 18 stories,
the area of outside walls increased and the floor
area per storey decreased. Therefore, design consid-
erations seem to have been directed toward a
maximum of simplicity, low cost, efficiency and
elimination of waste.

For the outside walls, a method of using four
standard sizes of pre cast concrete units as the
refractory covering and finish and steel frames
and section steel sashes with gasket clamping for

windows is employed. A method planning of
providing a 1,320 m?2 space unit by utilizing one
floor of 660 m2 as a 2-floor skip was adopted,
with the elevators therefore stopping at every second
floor and the elevator lobbies at odd-numbered
floors serving as well-space.

In the former, considerable success has been
achieved. Further, we pay respects to the efforts
made for details due to the emphasis laid on the
unifying structure and finish of the building and
simplicity and ease of construction. It is also for
this reason that corner beads were not employed
and coordination of architecture and equipment
as revealed in the arrangement of the equipment
line has also been successful.

In the latter, too, the designer's intent of
attaching importance to inner space can be seen
and the pre-cast concrete around the core was
adopted to give an impression of architectural
concrete for the purpose of improving space quality,
different from that of the outside walls, with
standardization not the specific intended in the
interior. And, though ample space is provided for
visitors on the first and second floors, the 2-floor
skip system above it is deemed to have been

conceived subsequent to a multistoried construction
scheme and in addition, the ' well-space of the
elevator hall does not seem to display its effect fully.

However, because the building is for the com-
pany’s own use and stress laid accordingly on
the utmost in simplicity, low cost, efficiency
and elimination of waste, technical developments
have been achieved in inconspicous ways, while
at the same time, enhansing the image of the
enterprise soberly in the middle of the city. This has
been deemed by the selection committee as deserving
of the BCS Prize.
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J=¥;  Square in front of the building

General view
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2w v — Lobby on the 2nd floor

1 & —n Hall on

* floor

ging staff’s room
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