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OKAYAMA CITY ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING
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Location/Okayama City

Owner/ Okayama City

Design/ Toshiro Yamashita, Arch, & Assocs.
Contractor / Fujita General Co., Ltd.

Term of Costruction/ July, 1966 to June, 1968
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REVIEW

by Morin Kaku
Haruto Narita
Sei Nikai

The site of the city administration building
is located in the approximate center of the city area,
ideally facing the north of a rotary (about 100 m
in diameter) linking a street leading to the south
from Okayama Station with National Highway
No. 2 and enclosed by roads on all sides.

The concept of planning is quite excellent,
in which a line extended from the center of the road
leading from the station is aligned with the central
axis of the multistoried building and the desk
of the governor is placed at the intersection thereof.

To give it a try, we sat in the Governor's chair,
from which Okayama Station far back on the approx.
50-meter wide road could be seen along with streets
extending to the right and left, making the governor’s
authority and heavy responsibility to the citizens
felt keenly. At the same time, the arrangement
itself of the multistoried building incorporating
this intention seems to establish the city administra-
tion building as a symbol of the city.

At right angles to the multistoried building there
is a 3-storied low T-shaped building, and the depart-
ments directly serving the citizens are provided
on the first and second floors of the two buildings,
with the city assembly department on the third floor
of the lower building, thus creating a plain functional
distinction in planning. Generally, however, the inter-
section in a T-shape is a considerably difficult point
in planning, but in this case it has been solved
by providing an inner court, although there still
seems to be something lacking in refinement in the
plastic arts.

To be mentioned specifically is that the famous
technique of Okayama Bizen-ware has been applied
to the outside facing tiles. Taking two vyears
and a half and with the participation of a large
number of parties concerned, the designer’s tenacity
of purpose to incorporate local color has indus-
trialized and made possible mass-production of

Bizen-ware the quality of which depends on the
fickleness of the ovens and firing, a truly significant
achievement, The products of the ‘“’Bizen kiln"
are replete with a Japanese (paperlike) quality, and
in contrast, there seemed to be room for improve-
ment of design concerning the appropriateness or
balance between the vertical white aluminium of
the outside metallic curtain wall and the first floor

stainless steel sashes.
They say that the construction cost was quite

reasonable but the building has been completed
by virtue of the enormous devotion and efforts
of the builder, a man from this prefecture, making
a great contribution to the city authorities and
the citizens.

The fully original and yet restrained design
attitude of the designer along with the builder’s
desire to make a contribution to his native province
has caused a fine work to make its appearance
in Okayama City.
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