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THE CHIYODA MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
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Location=Meguro-ku, Tokyo

Owner =The Chiyoda Mutual Life Insurance Company
Design=Murano & Mori, arch. & assocs.
Contractor =Taisei Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction=November, 1963 to June, 1966
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REVI Ew by Sigeo Hirata

It is of great significance that the Chiyoda Mutual Life
Insurance Company relocated its head office building in a
residential district from the center of Tokyo where they
had administered their business for the past 43 years. 1
wish to express my sincere respect for the great resolve of
the owner in putting into actual practice measure for the
mitigation of the increase of the daytime population con-
centration occurring now in the commercial district. It is
expected that this move may be the source of a number
of problems both from the points of view of business and
city planning, but it is obvious that this experience as a
forerunner will contribute greatly to the thinking of our
business circles in general.

The problem of commutation, is not one which can be
solved by the extension of subways. There is a marked
difference between traffic connections with available road-
ways and the traffic conditions in the center of a city.
Near the radial highway on the south east of the site is
located the main entrance together with the front garden,
consisting of a skillful arrangement of the hill, the spacious
courtyard and the pond, around which are grouped the
buildings. It is still too early to give an easy-going criticism
of the functional and formative layout of the complex at the
present stage. It has been clearly shown, however, to the
eyes of the judges that both the designer and the contractors
made every effort to make the most of the location. A
number of studies were made in order to find a noise-free
and vibration-free construction method for the quiet resi-
dential district. The exterior finish was selected by the
designer in a color fitting the surroundings, and a suitable
material was installed scrupulously by the contractors to
actualize the ideas of the designer. Recreation facilities
have been elaborately provided in keeping with the character
of the company as a life insurance company so that the
employees can enjoy both their duty and rest hours during
the working day in a family atmosphere without leaving
the company compound. The interior finish, too, is a really
delicate sentiment of the designer which was grasped and
expressed in the execution of the work even to the details,
which require a very difficult technique. The results of all
this I consider manifest strongly the merit required of a
BCS Prize winning work, and I therefore recommend this
building for the award.
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