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OSAKA BUILDING
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Location=Chuo-ku, Tokyo

Owner =0saka Building Co., Ltd.

Design= Murano & Mori, arch. & assocs.
Contractor =Kajima Construction Co., Ltd.

Term of Construction=December, 1964 to September, 1967
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REVIEW

by Koji Syoda

The Osaka Building faces the Yaesu Dori Street, with
one block interposed between from the Tokyo Station
Yaesu Plaza. The building is not of gigantic scale. It has
floors above ground allotted for rental offices, and of those
below ground, the 1st and 2nd are allotted for rental shops,
the 3rd and 4th for parking areas, and the 5th for equip-
ment machinery. The building is connected to the center
of the Yaesu Underground Shopping Avenue at the 2nd
basement. It is expected that the shops of the Osaka
Building will merge with the huge shopping avenues under-
ground. Another aspect of great significance is the possi-
bility to utilize the public parking area beneath it and the
No.8 Expressway running thereunder.

The section above ground is a pure commercial building:
each floor is divided into three blocks of offices for rent,
the air conditioning can be separately program controlled.

All such factors evince the strictness of the real estate busi-
ness within the clear plane areas of the core system. In
addition, such interior finish as of the elevator halls may
be said generally to have a neat atmosphere with white as
the basic color. The interior finish of the rooms for rent
is a standardized and simple one and gives a tidy atmosphere
together with the skilled finish work.

This may be seen to have been the natural result of the
combination of the client, designers and contractors who
all have deserved names among the best in their respective
fields, in realizing the beauty apparent here. That is, the
client intended to biiild a building suitable for decorating
the front door of the Metropolis; the designers expressed
the intention into a mold; the contractors carried out
superior construction work.

The exterior is a complicated curtain wall construction
with a built in difficulty of execution, in combination with
pillar shapes of black granite in rough finish standing from
the 1st floor to the roof, a cast aluminium beam cover and
spandrels, and the windows with recessed wings have bronze
colored pair glass. However, the fact that the sculptural
beauty of this building gives one the visual impression,
standing on the pavement of the Yaesu plaza, of an open
space like a quiet forest or grove among the crowd of
buildings there, is not solely attributed to the trees, loved
by the wild birds which are planted, we are told, all over
the roof as advocated by the client, nor to the fact that
the use of protruding commercial signs on the building
have been eliminated.

Three sides of the site face on streets. The building
adjoins on the east side a building with one basement and
9 floors above ground. The excavation work of about 22m
deep and the foundation work covering the entire site was
executed very precisely according to an elaborately planned
engineering method resulting in no such trouble as sinking
of the adjoining building or others. This is the proud ac-
complishment of the devoted use of technology and the
endeavors of the contractors. Now, one year after the com-
pletion of the work, a carefully administered maintenance
program has been established, nothing but expressions of
satisfaction are heard from the client. It is indeed a build-
ing of good fortune!
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