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REVIEW

by Masahiko Watarai

The Toshiba Building occupies one block at the Sukiyabashi
Crossing, called the entrance to downtown Tokyo, and is a huge
all-purpose building including a department store, bank(s), offices, a
shopping center, restaurants, etc. It is made up of a part of the old
Matsuda Building, first built in 1934 and renovated in the present
building program, and the newly built extension of the old building.
The former Matsuda Building had been a splendid structure designed
by Dr. Koichi Sato and engineered by Dr. Tachu Naito, with the
work performed by the caisson costruction method. For the
renovation work, which was coducted under the direction of Dr.
Naito, the second basement was extended into the space between
the first basement and the caissons, and the technically very
difficult reconstruction was carried out. That is, the core, which
had been located where it was to be connected with the new
building, was shifted to the Sukiyabashi Park side and one pillar
each of this part on each floor above the second floor was
removed. Althogh it would seem that such a large-scale renovation
could have been avoided if the pillars had been located in line
with those of the old building, and, from a design point of view,
it would seem more desirable to have planned for the entire site
after pulling down the old building. We understand that, in
accordance with the functions of modernizing cities and construction

and, at the same time, in response to the financial limits, the
new building was a daring design, free from the old one, while
the old structure was utilized by remodelling with a high degree
of technique, all of which will suggest a direction for architecture
in future city redevelopment.

The site of this building adjoins the underground Ginza Subway
Station on Harumi-Dori Street and the Nishi-Ginza Underground
Parking Center on Sotobori-Dori Street. Above ground it is
located at an important traffic intersection facing on the Sukiyabashi
crossing. Therefore, great efforts were made in planning the
traffic line in compliance with the complicated traffic patterns both
above and below ground. For example, one surface entrance to
the third basement parking lot of the new building is located on
the Sukiyabashi Park side, while another utilizes the automobile
lane inside the Ginza Parking Building across Miyuki-Dori Street.
The second and third basements are conneced directly with the
Nishi-Ginza Underground Parking Center.  The shopping centfer in
the first and second basements flows into the concourse of the Ginza
Subway Station through a connecting square and promenade, and
connects with the first floor by strategically located stairs or escalators
converging on the elevator halls at the center of the building, giving
it all the character of a public street between Sotobori-Dori Street
and Sukiya-Dori Street. When you enter the underground part
of this building, you have the feeling that many buildings are tied
to each other by intermediate passages or squares and an
underground city of unlimited size is growing there, breaking down
the independence of each building, while above ground each
building is sectioned off by its block or site to have an independent
character.

The exterior finish of the building is the mullions of stainless
steel, with a modernistic facade made of aluminium curtain-wall in
olive-grey natural coloring. The public aspects have also been well
considered, i.e., the pillars for the first floor of the new part
are set far back to permit sufficient walk space, and one span of
the old building facing Sukiyabashi Crossing is also opened as an
arcade. This architectural work has the appropriate dignity for a
building located at the center of a great city, considered from
both functional and architectural points of view.

Although the site is located in very busy and crowded quarters,
the very painstaking construction work employing difficult techniques
in uniting the building with the underground parking place and the
subway and in renovating the old structure, was quite skillfully
completed. Further, the exterior and interior finish containing are
also well attended to. This is an excellent building exemplifying
the standard of Japan's construction techniques and worthy of the
BCS Prize.

WEEE BENAT VY VANT T4y BTV HRRBEIIIK S M BIE TS5 224 NEEY thAR v 7 Mk B s aFh T v WEIS 2k RanEE L R A 5 -3.6F > h 2.4}

HHbiEfE  3,563m? FHUT T el 2 > 7)) — b 7oy 2{bkRiAa ik r sy P AT — i ¢ A HEERE20 A #2015

BEEEmRE  3,359m?  (%£441,095m?) BIE BHLELI LD LT 277 0 FiAEIHZ BEBa> 27— K 7528 —K—Fwp 11 K i

JEIRTEFE  42,858m?  (&{5471,258m?) FOBT027 ) A= A VBE)  {HEEE 1.5 , e By kiki (T 3RE) A7) 77— (MT1ME~HT

HOEHEE Sk 2 ) — b ik <HEEE5 > ' TR R—L R - BE D ERERBAAE D KR R A K 20 RN AR (1R~ 8M) ARG - FHh A
T3 M LE8F EE3M WIEME : g it BE7 02 7o iM (B AWEe v 27— AN Y aFrzuALRG (%083 #AT) o FHENRANER IS & 2 Bldon . R B E o Ak 35 i

Tt EFBE M <tlgs > ' 26,

e <ddgs> IvN—F—h— RIN=FAPTII IR N IA N . fE (2~ 8M) RIV/Va—s (V2N kDTS AT

FIEHE KED PiKELZALTH XEAD SHEEREATE Ly gAY Ry 7R FI7Vv—7wy s Bl =x A4 BELEAZLATVP KD TTAS K- FTH AT IEIA A 110w 255 FHIHEE450 L 7 2

mENMEES B ZAFLAANTIA Y HIAFULAANT JLF L3 Fvp Favhk) a—F—TFNLIvAF—1"7HE WET v 7 A

T4 BT BRRAT AEEARABE X 1EERE D T o0 FFox—Fr KFIRETIL 7Tl TFA S imEE

SRIMT SIS Y 2 77 0y BEENAMBEAT (2327 L —) F—KR—FTH E=—nNLvH—BENIKET v 7 AR
—REIMEE S2oe s FLOVEIRFERB T L 3 MU L. Smm B D (T T 7 BAALER ) HIEM GUT208) R-BikeErsrvg)@Esiarz ) — FEL00

SR

TR R © 7 — R iEE645 ust X 580kw 250 ust X 245kw

140 141



/o

- - . ";! ;

Eh bR 128 General view from the sky R .

142 2= General view
2




S

-

| BETL X—%—:Kk—JL Elevator hall on the 1st

HPETL X—% —7k—JL Elevator hall in the basement 7o Shopping corner
144




e

HfE 2> 3 —RX Concourse in the basement

&= Director’'s room *it
ILR—Z—

=

[

AN R s T
p L == | IO =
I MO |

LT ]

*x l]’ﬂl’ﬂﬂ #x

|
JE# m m B
| T |
it MO0 ==
2a—7 m m
T T T ] LIS T
LI R i [k | HRE USEES
J T T
F X%Eﬁi: [}%ﬂﬁEE&m";}

8P L X b T > Restaurant on the 8th floor ' ’
146 BT e

147



ELAR

/ r_ i "7 ¥"v _" T n
: EII{:.. '.“ ' ““" 5 RO
‘ Ii B S [EI =
5 m* -’ ‘ s W= X]l I%
- -_l
: —u g DO 5
“B | | , “““A‘ s fiiszasce ‘ | | | | | |
JEH J5S | ;{:}LW; -
DD D | \
ey
| F&Tm

T %R

#F | BEFmE

148



