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Owner :  114th Building Co., Ltd.

Location : Takamatsu

Architects : Nikken Sekkei Komu Co., Ltd.

Contractor :  Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.

Construction Term: December, 1964 to November, 1966
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REVIEW

by Fumitaka Nishizawa

The building site is said to determine the destiny of a building.
This building came into existense through the close mutual co-
operation from the beginning between the owner and the architects.
The 3.6 m wide main boulevard with a planting area of camphor
trees down the center connecting the harbor and the famous
Ritsurin Park is the one and only main thoroughfare in Takamatsu
City. There is a baseball stadium a litlle way from the business
quarters : westward across the street and beyond it are centered
the government buildings around the Kagawa Prefectural Office
Building.

The bank seems to have had considerable apprehension about
locating itself away from the business district. It was a courageous
decision, however, which dared to do it with a hope of constructing
the building as a symbol of the culture of Takamatsu and thereby
bringing the toothless main street to life and help the city to
expand. The site was made up of four blocks A, B, C, and D.
The first piece of land obtained was only block A. However,
while consulting with the architect, it was decided to buy up the
entire four blocks and develop a co-ordinated urban area. That
is, high-rised buildings including the bank on A; low office buildings
including restaurants and other recreation facilities on C; while B
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was to serve the dual purpose of green belt and an outside
parking lot as well as providing the entrances to the undeground
parking area extending under blocks A and B. Block D is for
public welfare facilities. For the mitigation of traffic between A
and B, a 4m strip was presented to the city thus widening the
street to 8m. On the border between B and the land to its
east, a 10 m high and 50 m long concrete wall was built to be
entirely covered with twelve different climbing plants.  The greenwall
with water sprinkled from above shows the changes of the seasons,
and light and shaded areas make kaleidoscopic pattern—the
overall site presenting the atmosphere of a garden-park together
with the row of trees on the main street. This is reported to have
been Mr. Masayuki Nagare's idea and is wonderful one indeed.

Approaching the bank down the main street, the outside finish
with red copper verdigris plates soaring above the row of camphor
trees is magnificent. My respects to the architects for having
skillfully mastered such materials as will become more beautiful
with time. Had the first floor columns of architechtural concrete,
the second floor window panels of precast concrete and the
penthouse on the roof been entirely covered with the red copper
plates as shown in the model, nothing would have been better.

The wind blows through Takamatsu from south to north. The
east and west were completely closed out to heighten the
efficiency of the air conditioning and display the beauty of the
red copper plates directly towards the main street. | sympathize
with the insistence on a high-rised building. However upon entering
the high-rised part, the core stands too bulky and moreover since
the conference rooms are constructed as accessary to the core,
the offices in the high-rised part are wanting from the point of
view of architectural space. It is good that Building C is five
stories and that Buildings A and C are connected with the
corridor to render the facade striking. The copper plates of the
outside finish which are rolled inside to the ceiling, confine the
space beautifully forming a deep eave when seen from the inside.
The details of the windows are also beautiful. Each part is
well in its place. There are interwoven patterns of various kinds
of granites polished in different ways with Ajiishi as the dominant
stone designed to form glaring ripples, which are rather annoying.
However, the effort to avoid slipperiness has been a success. The
unit of the docking of the floor of the bank and the pattern of
the rubber tile recommended by the architects is effective.

The idea of the bank that it is the general public who should
be given the main consideration as customers has been realized in
that even after business at the customers' counter has been closed
for the day (this area is designed as openly as possible) most of
the building is designed to be utilized by the general public. This
pleases me very much.

Comments related to the construction work have been omitted
only because it was really very well done in accordance with the
wishes of the owner and the architects.
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B & BIEED D7 EERS Bridge from the main building fo the annex

PN

E
o
o
e
o
A
Q
@«
=]
Qa
o
=
©
3
=
o)
(o}
=
S
b
2
=
|
S
X
M
i
i
Bl




1®B=E Officer’'s room
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Assembly room

I FE T LX—&—7Kk—JL Elevator hall on the 1st floor
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