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Location/Tokyo

Owner/Chuo University

Design/Kume Architects and Engineers

Contractors/ Taisei Corporation
Ohbayashi-Gumi, Ltd.
Toda Construction Co., Ltd.
Fujita Corporation
Kajima Corporation
Shimizu Construction Co., Ltd.
Sato Kogyo Co., Ltd.
Takenaka Komuten Co., Ltd.
Kumagai-Gumi Co., Ltd.
Hazama-Gumi, Ltd.

Date of Completion/June, 1977
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Founded in 1885 as a school of English law,
Chuo, a private university, formerly had its
main campus in the crowded Tokyo Suruga
area. To keep up with the times and the
steadily growing demand for more under-
graduate- and graduate-study facilities, Chuo
University built to the limits of the legal
restrictions in its neighborhood. But still more
space was needed. Since acquiring land for
such projects in urban centers in Japan is
virtually impossible, Chuo had no choice but

to move out of the city to the Tama district,
where this campus is located. An all-out effort
was required for the move, and the costs were
immense.

Design began for the site (over 170 thou-
sand m?) in October, 1973, and ended 4 years
later, in June, 1977. Thanks to the coopera-
tion of 32 companies and 800 thousand work-
ers, construction of the vast campus, which
accommodates 20 thousand students, was
completed in 2 years.

The main campus, located thirty kilo-
meters from the center of Tokyo, in the
southeastern end of the town of Hachioji,
occupies a southern slope in a municipal
natural park. Rich stands of trees and some
agricultural fields form part of the superb site,
from the hills of which it is possible to see the
Tamagawa river on the east and the Tanzawa
Mountains and Mount Fuji on the west.

The white buildings are placed to suggest a
great bird spreading its wings as if about to
take off. In their green setting, they suit the
words of the university song, which mentions
the dazzlingly white school gate against the
green waving grass of a hillside.

The central library and such facilities as
the refectory are in the center between the
two wings of the figurative bird of the
layout. Facing the total layout, one sees the
departments of commerce, law, and eco-
nomics on the left and the graduate school,
department of literature, administration
building, and student center on the right.
Decks on several levels connect all facilities.
The administration building, a feature of
major importance to campus life, is on a green
hill to one side of center. Level differentia-
tions in the land have been skillfully em-
ployed in the concentrated planning. Each
department is provided with small, medium,
and large classrooms. In addition, there are
seminar rooms accommodating from 20 to 30
people each and a mammoth classroom seat-
ing 2,200. The library has a collection of a
million volumes, and the refectory can feed
twelve thousand people. The physical edu-
cation department boasts a multipurose
gymnasium, heated indoor pool, locker
rooms, showers, outdoor pool, track, basket-
ball courts, tennis courts, baseball field, sports
grounds, and equestrian course.

The skills, devotion, and enthusiasm of
three parties made possible the building and
transferral of a huge university campus in a
short time. First, the university authorities
who had the will to envision the plan and see
it to realization must be mentioned. Then the
design organization deserves commendation
for its ideal goal of an outstanding living and
study environment for the students and for its
powers in compositional design. Finally, the
construction workers should be cited for the
way in which they overcame all difficulties
with safety and high product quality and
proficiency to complete the project in a short
period.

B=

BERE
HHbHE A #950ha
BEEEAE  66,000m
FEPRTHE A% 180,000 m?
EHE BHor 7)) — i SESHa
7)) — b, sk
b 1R~ 128
T ETHBRE
S¥E EBIR TR77RBIK BRI
— FRZ B I REBRE S A Lt BT, RRIEE
o— MBS ARRERIBED > 2 ) — MTIK
LOETZIVANRL > b RFRPYTTY
X - 77N R A LEED
M3 XEE K HEBESA LY, -3
v b E Bl o ) —MTRLAEaY S
D— b4 bB&Y KD N—3 w7 2L
FRKRHEE ORI S LBEY B DHTL
WEAMIRT =LY a > Rl 1K
KRR R K R AILT T RS —
—FnEkxzey 3 R
RO BLE
IANX—TF2 PE2HFDHTATF— 3
L ERT 7 o= DM A A DRI & B S
S AT L/ T ANX =TT b IR
KD ) B 2 SRR A 7 —I1C & 2 SRk
[T AT =3 3 > EiRAKE Y iR R (R
ISR )




“

s T O

y

Aerial view of the whole campus.
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The general research building and the main administration building.
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Reading room of the library. 7 1) —F Arena.
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